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The Season of Christmas begins on December 25 and concludes
with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Christmas celebrates the birth
of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. The birth of Jesus Christ is the ultimate
source of hope, as it signifies God’s love for humanity and desire to
restore the relationship between Himself and His creation.

The hope of Christmas begins with a prophetic announcement
about the coming of the Messiah by the prophet Isaiah: “For to us
a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder, and His name shall be called wonderful
counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah
9:6-7)”. The announcement of Jesus's birth was also heralded by
angels who proclaimed the good news to the whole humanity by these
words: "Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord (Luke 2: 11)”.

The imagery of light associated with Christmas (the star of
Bethlehem, candles, and lights on the Christmas trees) symbolizes

Dawn From On High

We stand at the threshold of Christmas, the coming of the Lord. Jesus is the dayspring who will

STEC

MEMBERS SHARING

Jesus as the light of the World, bringing hope into darkness and to a
weary world.

Today, we are celebrating Christmas thinking of what happened in
Taipo. On November 26, a five-alarm fire broke out at Wang Fuk Court
in Taipo. This tragic event has affected every one of us, causing sorrow
in our hearts and in our lives.

In this context of wounded heart and darkness, there is a message
from the angel Gabriel that brings hope: “Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which means, God is with us (Matthew 1: 23)”.

The word: “God is with us” represents the ultimate hope: that we
are not alone in our struggles and our challenges. God is present in
our lives, dwelling among us. The hope of Christmas is not temporary;
it endures through all circumstances, offering consolation, comfort,
strength, and peace in our heart. Hope transcends earthly challenges
and illuminates the path ahead.

Today, the whole Church, with joy and hope, celebrates Christmas.
For all the believers, The Hope coming from Christmas is not just
a feeling but a fulfilment of God’s promise. And that special virtue
resonates in the hearts of all the believers, starting with the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Saint Joseph her spouse, the shepherds
who received the good news from the angels and each one of us who
accepted God in his life.

Christmas is a reminder that every day and every moment can be
filled with Hope because God is dwelling among us. Moreover, it is not
only about living with hope, but also to be a missionary of hope. It is
about bringing hope and sharing it to others. Pope Francis describes
the word hope as “a light in the night, a gift from God and a task that
must be cultivated by all Christians.”

As we reflect on the many facets of this joyous Christmas season,
may our hearts be filled with gratitude and our lives be a testimony of
hope we find in Christ.

God bless youl!

by Nancy C. Mamoyac, EMHC

shine on a humanity that has been enveloped for so long in the shadow of sin and death. And now
that we see the first flashes of dawn, we rejoice greatly for our salvation is at hand, as the second
coming of our Lord God emerge.

There’s something quietly holy about early morning. When night begins to loosen its grip, and
the first light slowly rises. The sky doesn’t rush. Shadows stretch, the chill lingers, and everything
holds its breath. That moment between darkness and day feels like a whisper of something
greater. You're not quite in the day, but night no longer has control. It's a time of in betweenness
when weariness and waiting begin to meet hope.

What are we waiting for? Jesus second coming! Not a day we create, but one that comes to
us. Not a spectacle, but a light that moves gently like morning. Like a child wrapped in cloth and
laid in a manger. God’s own compassion breaks through centuries of silence and longing.

Christmas, then, is not just a feast. Itis a flame in the darkness. God comes not in terror, but in
tenderness. Not in force, but in fragility. Not to dazzle, but to dwell among us. In the hush of night,
beneath the weight of history and hope, a new light begins to shine. And in that light, we are invited
to begin another year again. Goodbye 2025 and welcome 2026!

So we wait, watch, and wonder. We trust that even in the longest night, the daybreak from on
high will come and has come. And maybe this year 2026, we're ready to receive it.
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Culmination of the Month of the Holy Rosary
“Rosary Gathering”

This year the culmination of the month of the Holy Rosary, was
held on October 19, 2025. We had a Rosary Gathering. It was a very
beautiful gift to our Lord Jesus through the intercession of Our Blessed
Mother Mary, His mother and our mother.

Inviting parishioners, families, sisters from other parish, friends and
members of St. Thomas English community, it was very heartwarming
as we gathered together to pray. We prayed the 4 Mysteries: Joyful,
Luminous, Sorrowful and Glorious. And followed by Crowning of Our
Blessed Mother Mary as Our Queen by a family, which was the highlight
of the occasion.

As we continued honouring our Blessed Mother, we offered flowers
with background music the "Magnificat" which was sung beautifully.
And lastly we offered a Marian Dance for our Mother of the Most Holy
Rosary. We're thankful and happy to Our Aimighty God for the success
of that event.

“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Mt 18:20 Our Aimighty God assured us that
every time we gather in His Name, His presence is with us. Prayer is our language of Love. And Rosary is our weapon against evil. We
pray for maternal protection and guidance of Our Blessed Mother, as she leads us to her Son, Jesus Christ!

So may our devotion to our Blessed Mother Mary continue, not just today, but in everyday of our lives.
AVE MARIA.
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How easy it is to be lost in the appreciation of people! We feel
good when we are praised and others testify to our achievements

and accomplishments. Psychologists explain that in order to love, _ . —u
we must first know how to be loved. In other words, we learn to g #‘ fd&é ﬁ
appreciate life when others also give us value, recognizing our talents f& *'

and achievements. The normal way to receive these human praises # No matter how challenged 4 *
is not to look for them. But in our times, this has become the normal 7 .i .., ortroubled you may feel. There =7

miti————.

. . . : : is always something positive
way of doing things, as we unload daily through the social media our to be grateful about.

achievements, medals, and rewards, displaying new cars, houses and T 7 ) [ A
even the restaurants and places we have visited as tourists. '&; | wew.davidcunliffe.com i

A deeper spiritual appreciation is mature, that means accepting that . i
human appreciation and praise have no value at all. When all we do is
look for human appreciation and praise, we end up alone and lonely.
Only God’s praise and glory matters. That's why we need more prayers, silence, and solitude. To be disconnected with people in order to

be more connected with God could be the best decision we can ever make. “Known only to God” is not just such a perspective that can help
us experience serenity and lasting joy.

The STEC WitnesSing Choral Team
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The St. Thomas English Community (STEC) had joined the Choral Concert last
October 29, 2025 organized by DPCM and KAMMPI, headed by Sr. Cora Demetillo, RGS
and held at Caritas Social Centre, 3/F Community Hall, Prince Edward. The theme of this
choral concert event is “Missionaries of Hope”

The lyrics of the theme song “With Hearts Inflamed” were the contribution of all Hong
Kong Church Communities and the music was arranged, tuned and formalized by Fr.
Manoling Francisco, SJ, a renowned Filipino Jesuit composer whose music has profoundly
shaped how generations of Filipinos pray, reflect, and express their faith.

The WitnesSing Choral Concert event was initially started with a Mass, celebrated by
Most Rev. Bishop Joseph Ha Chi-Shing, OFM and the event follows.

All church community members were gifted with talents of music. Members sacrificed
their talents, time and efforts to unite their presentations. Praise and glory to God for
their gifted talents despite some were first time singers and good singers supported
each other. Miracle happens when we work together, one in heart, mind and vision.
Humboy presenting the The WitnesSing Choral Team of STEC: Judee (pianist), Wela
(Conductress), Precy (Guitarist), Marissa and Tere (Soloist), Nancy, Maribel, Divine
Jennifer, Nora, Manilyn, Marylyn, Marina, Jesha, Jennilyn, Leah, Eda, Jeziel, Luisa,
Erlinda, Leriza, Joena. Thanks to STEC Members who supported us.
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Rosary Propagation - A time to walk
with Mary to other homes.

October is the month of prayer of the Holy Rosary. As Catholics, we often pray so we can draw closer to God, through the
intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary. The Legion of Mary 2 were so blessed to propagate the Rosary with three of our
parishioner’s home. We were happy to know that they are very devoted to pray the Rosary daily together with their whole family. We
pray that many will do the same, for “A family that prays together, stays together”. Praying the Rosary daily brings peace and leads

By: Legion of Mary 2

12

us closer to Christ and we can obtain countless protection and blessings.
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Christmas Vigil Mass (English)
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December 24 (Wednesday)
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Christmas Masses (English) December 25 (Thursday) 9:30am
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New Year’s Eve Mass (English) December 31 (Wednesday) 9:00pm
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