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Acolytes (Altar Servers Formation)

by Jacky Paringit

Foremost, thank you to Rev. Fr. Henry Chau for giving his
time to conduct the Acolytes Formation, that comes yearly as a
Refresher Formation, for the development of Altar Servers. The
desired outcome of the Formation Program is the preparation of
effective Altar Servers who prayerfully and respectfully assist the
priest, the deacon and the faithful during the celebration of Mass
in our parish St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church, and any
parish institutions that request our service. This formation was
conducted on October 27, 2024, both for the old members and
new Servers. Fr. Henry gave very clear presentations and time
for practical procedures related to knowledge of being an Altar
Server, identifying and being familiar with the religious items used
at Mass, procedures for serving at Mass, prayers and postures
at Mass and a study of the Mass. This formation encouraged
every attendee with follow-up questions and answers with active
participation, fulfilling the goal of this formation, “To be good and
presentable Altar Servers.”

BIBLE Study and Sharing

Every 3rd Sunday of the month, the STEC COMMUNITY
gather together for a Bible Study and Sharing in Rm. 408 from
11:00 — 12:30 PM.

Each ministry of the community are assigned with the 4th
Sunday Reading to study to act as the facilitator to other members
during the bible session, altogether to reflect on God’s message.

The members journey together, learning and growing in
faith by sharing their experiences through a word or verse that
struck their minds and feelings to reflect, pray and live the word
of God. Thus, at the end of the bible study, teaches everyone a
valuable lesson in life. Bible sharing gives us the opportunity to
dive deeper into our faith with God, and it's purpose is to save
souls and repent. This bible sharing is a great way to build our

ELIM- Vision of Elimites

Elim Community’s Vision is to spread the Good News to the ends
of the Earth. As Elim, we continue to share the Gospel to others, not
only by Word but through our Love and Respect ; Obedience is one of
the important values of Elimites, “ like Jesus obeying the Father until
death!” Sometimes, there are so many obstacles to obey, worries,
doubts, bitterness and struggles to ourselves but still through Prayers,
Trust and Love to God we conquer everything. We follow and obey
the Lord, no matter what! No difficulties can control us to serve the
Lord. As Missionaries, weekly we have Praise and Worship followed
by Teaching ( a Servant Leader who assigned the task to share the
Word of God), through online or face to face in different places in the
Philippines or abroad. As of this month, we have the Elim Missions
Excellence Conference who are all Servant Leaders and Dwellers of
Elim. Once a year we have Kids, Youth, Singles, Fabulous Women
and Couples who actively gather in Elim to improve their knowledge,
wisdom and love for God through others. Elim Dwellers joined the
Bible Encounter here in HK last October 10, 2024. We are happy
to expand our learning and experience in this exciting event. For us
this is an act of Evangelization and proclaiming the Gospel for others.
We are full of gratitude to the Lord for being an instrument and for His
calling in accordance to His purpose in our life. All Glory, Praise and
Thanks to His Holy Name Jesus! Amen.

by Maribel Manalo, EM

relationship with God, by discussing the scriptures, we can learn
from each other’s experiences and beliefs. It can help us grow
closer to God. We can also come to understand his Words and
teachings that we need to change in our lives, making us a better
person in the eyes of God and to our neighbours.
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Doing an apostolate work with the theme “Crowd Contact”
was quite challenging and it needs effort and time to evangelize
people. But it is a beautiful way we can share what's within
us, the love, kindness and goodness that our Almighty God
bestowed on us. You can only share if you have experienced it.

Every time we start our apostolate, first we always start
with a short prayer thanking God and asking for guidance and
protection.

On October 20, 2024, Mission Sunday, we went through
our apostolate “crowd contact” under the bridge located at
Maritime Square in Tsing Yi. This place is where many of the
OFW are resting during their holidays. We hand them some
rosaries, rosary guides and religious books.

The most beautiful scene was gathering together and
praying the Holy Rosary with them in honor of our Blessed
Mother Mary. Their willingness and eagerness to learn how
to pray is what inspired us to do this apostolate frequently
with them. Praying that we can expand bigger to other outside
groups. Praise and Glory to God!

STEC — Joined the 25th Anniversary Celebration of Simbayanan-KAMMPI

by Nancy M.

St. ThomasCo mmunity
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The Filipino Community “Simbayanan-KAMMPI” headed world.

by Sr. Cora Demetillo celebrated its 25th Anniversary in Hong

10

Kong on September 18, 2024 and was celebrated with a
Eucharistic Mass with Cardinal Stephen Chow, SJ at Holy
Family Parish, Choi Hung. Cardinal Stephen thanked the
Filipino Community in Hong Kong for bringing energy with joy
and happiness to the Church.

The 25th anniversary’s aim was to celebrate the unity
of community, bringing strength and hope to the Lord. He
wished more community more jubilee with changes for a better
relationship between Hong Kong and Philippines and to the

The theme of this anniversary is “God Talk to His People
Through the Prophets”. Thus, all Church community pick-
up their slot to present a Prophet. The St. Thomas English
Community portrayed the story and image of Prophet Jonah.
The STEC prepared for this play and was presented with
delight as they foretold the life of Jonah, a story of how a
prophet repented, served and followed the commands of God.
This play really relates to our daily life, that in anything, the
commands of the Lord is our strongfold.
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The Rosary Gathering

This is a yearly event celebrated every October,
highlighting the four Mysteries of the Holy Rosary of our
Blessed Mother Mary. This year, we celebrated on October
27, 2024. The celebration includes praying of the Four
Mysteries of the Holy Rosary, namely Joyful, Luminous,
Sorrowful and Glorious, the crowning of our Blessed Mother
Mary as the Queen of Heaven and Earth, and the Marian
Dance, offered to Mama Mary for her immeasurable love for
us, her beloved children.

The celebration was organized by the Legion of Mary,
Virgin Most Faithful Praesidium, and was supported and

participated by St. Thomas Chinese and English Community,
parishioners and visitors. We are so blessed and grateful that
our Parish Priest and Sisters are very supportive of all of our
activities.

In the rosary, we turn our loving and grateful eyes to the
mysteries with an attitude of listening, openness, promise and
participation. It raises us to post in each mystery, and draws
in its mystery for the nourishment for our hearts and mind.
Mary herself, our Blessed Mother is our model. She kept all
these things and pondered them in her heart. Let us learn
from her, to relive these mysteries that have saved us.

The Rosary is a very simple and very rich form of prayer,
very practical and very suitable for our human conditions. It
engages our mind, it warms our heart, uses our voice, moves
our lips and occupies our hands. And Mother Mary repeatedly
and warmly recommended the prayer of rosary everyday.

Let us all dedicate ourselves to our Blessed Mother
devotedly for her protection. May she continue to bless each
and every one of us and our family. God bless us all.

11
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STEC Joined the Bible Quiz Encounter by Melinda Esmalla
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One program of the
Filipino Community is the
Bible Quiz Encounter,
organized by the Chaplaincy
of Filipino Migrants. Hong
Kong, headed by Fr. Jay
Flandez, SVD. The aim of
this encounter is to encourage
migrants, especially those
with  Church community, to
dig deeper into studying the
Bible and knowing more about
God’s laws, commands and
promises. The scope of the
quiz is the first five (5) books of the Old Testament, namely,
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. The
nature of the quiz is classified into multiple choice, true or
false, identification and “who said and to whom it was said”.
Again, the St. Thomas English Community was invited to
join and positively responded with yes, saying “we will try our
best”, then organizing a team of 5 members namely, Nelma
Cabrera, Melinda Esmalla, Lorena Pedro, Jacky Paringit and
Jessa Mae Saldivia. It was a very challenging event and effort
and joining this event increased our biblical knowledge.

We are very thankful to be a part of “Bible Encounter
Within God’s Community” on October 11, 2024, at Sing Yin

g r .

Secondary School. Having chosen a team name, “Offering the
First Sheaf” (Leviticus 23:9,10), it has a significant meaning
that Our God does not need anything from us but in return for
all His Goodness, we should offer our First Sheaf, by serving
in the Church and Community, having the privilege to offer
our First Sheaf by giving ourselves in service with sincere,
pure, and faithful Intentions.
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Christmas Vigil Mass (English) December 24 (Tuesday) 9:00pm
B AR R 12A25H (BH=) EFNBE, +—KE
Christmas Masses (English) December 25 (Wednesday) 9:30am
B R EE A 128298 (*H) %I E B & & W
The Holy Family Masses December 29 (Sunday) According to the Sunday Masses
R % 5 E@(PX) 12A31H (E#2) B EERFIE
New Year’s Eve Mass (English) December 31 (Tuesday) 9:00pm
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