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Easter Reflection
Experience of Easter Joy

“Christ is risen, alleluia!”

Dear friends, after forty days of our journey in the desert- a time of
conversion and transformation, we have entered the season of Easter.
We proclaim with joyful heart that our “Lord Jesus is Risen from the
Dead” !

During the Easter vigil we witnessed our catechumens, after
passing through various stages of conversion; purification and
enlightenment, finally enter into the mysteries of faith. The Risen Lord
set them free from their old self to a new self and transformed them by
His Divine grace. They are born new! What a joy it was to witness this!

In Easter everyone is called to be a person who is filled with the
new life and hope of the Resurrected Jesus. Easter invites us to live
with a sense of newness. Just as the return of spring lifts our spirits
and makes us feel like the whole world is new, the Resurrection of
Jesus makes “all things new.” (Rev. 21:5) The Easter spirit is a spirit of
renewal that enables us to show up at work with a positive attitude, to
renew relationships that have been taken for granted, and to express
appreciation and affection to those closest to us. It means to see the
world through new eyes—God’s eyes.

The Joy of Risen Lord is everlasting that cannot be taken away,
even in the midst of sorrow. Sometime ago a mother and her three
children came to see me. While sharing their faith experiences she
mentioned that her younger daughter often likes to watch the movie

“Passion of Christ” . | was surprised to hear that because at her age
children likes to watch something funny or cartoons. When | enquired
the reason about it the mother told me that the little girl likes to watch
this particular movie because she said although it is painful, at the
end she can see Jesus rising from the death. She likes to see the face of
Resurrected Jesus, she wants to hold His hands. Sometimes this little
girl will tell her mother she wants to die so she can see Jesus. Later | kept
reflecting on it. This child patiently watches the passion so that at the
end she can meet the Risen Lord.

How do we go through or pass through the passion in our daily
life? Are we aware that after the passion and death there is resurrection?
Often not, and as a result, we may halt our journey or change our
destination, preventing us from experiencing the Risen Lord.

The Passion and Resurrection of Jesus teach us that suffering is
transformed through faith in the Risen Christ. With this faith, we can
maintain a sense of enduring joy even in the midst of sadness, such
as the loss of a loved one, a failure to achieve an important goal, or a
setback during recovery from illness. It is in and through our ordinary
lives Jesus gives us this Joy.

Dear friends, Easter is also a time to ask ourselves how do we
respond to the empty tomb? We see in the Gospel passage where Mary
thinks that someone stole the body, and Peter enters the empty tomb
but says nothing as if he is still struggling with his faith, only John the
beloved disciple sees and believes. His faith enabled him to break
through empty tomb to resurrection.

Let us embrace the joy of Easter in our daily lives and may it fill us
with renewed hope and happiness.

Happy Easter to all of you
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Celebrating the Legion of Mary’s 24th
Anniversary with Dedicated Apostolate Works

A Great Experience Joining the Bible
Encounter

Thanks and Praise God and Mama Mary, we the Legionaries of
Mary , having reached the 24th year of service in the church and in other
communities are thankful that some of our apostolate works have resumed
after the agony of waiting due to the pandemic. We're able to help the
Extension Work at Ss. Peter and Paul in Yuen Long to set up a group of
Legion of Mary under the Curia Spes.

We’re also happy to help them to have a Book Borrow, on their site as
one of their apostolate. It was indeed a fruitful year for us reaching this
24th Anniversary Legion of Mary (Mother Most Pure Praesidium).

To celebrate our 24th Anniversary, we have a simple get-together
gathering with our daughter praesidium. Starting with a prayer, we ate
together and gave a certificate of appreciation for their dedication as
members of the Legion of Mary.

May God continue to bless us to be in service to others. May Our
Blessed Mother Mary guide and lead us to His Son Jesus Christdl . . .
Tutus Tuus

by: Legion of Mary 1 (Mother Most Pure Praesidium)

Elim as Charismatic Community

The Elim Community is a charismatic community in the Catholic
Church. We support and help the Parish we belong. As member and part
of St Thomas Church we're joining all activities in this church like Holy
Hour scheduled every 3rd Sunday of the month, the latest Walkathon
event organized by the parish church, to relax and enjoy the nature of
Hong Kong and time of bonding with other company, other members and
parishioner of St. Thomas Church. Together, we are helping hands to
those in need. We celebrated the Christmas season with other branches
(Tai Wai and Ho Man Tin) here in HK. We also participate in the Christmas
party in St Thomas English Community.

On February 4, 2024, the ELIM Community held the Light in Spirit
Seminar called “Elim Pathways”. The guest speakers came from Elim
Manila and Elim Cebu. This is one of the biggest events for Elim to
proclaim the Good News, to evangelise and share the Word of the Lord.
We were all blessed and it was a victorious gathering of 65 participants in
this Seminar.

As a Community, we're always called to join the activities of STEC of
our church like DPCM-Simbayanan-KAMPPI Sportsfest with the themes:
unity, teamwork, patience and perseverance. Given the talents that our
Lord gifted us, we took home the overall Champion award and received
other trophies and medals from different game events. As children of God,

Wayback on October 15, 2023, we were invited to join the Bible
Encounter at St. Stephen Church, Kwai Fong. We Legion of Mary 2
(Virgin Most Faithful Px) went there to support our other group, and
unexpectedly, the host invited us to join, too. Fortunately, at the end of the
quiz, we garnered second place. And so again, they invited us to finally join
the quiz at Bayanihan Centre on January 13, 2024, by God’s grace, STEC-
Legion of Mary 2 (Virgin Most Faithful) won First Place.

Equipping ourselves daily with the armour (WORDS) of God not just
strengthens us daily in the challenges of life, but also it will protect us from
all harm, spiritually and physically. If we do it with faith, we are not alone
benefitted, but also our families and friends.

Being always aware of the depth of God’s love for us, we reflect more
on His image. His immeasurable goodness and his being in our person,
and so by this, we can assure that our good Lord will graciously bless us
abundantly by the use of our hands.

The next Bible Encounter will be held here at St. Thomas the Apostle
Church on May 15, 2024, 3/F Hall and time will be advised soon. To
prepare those interested participants to join, the coverage of the quiz
includes the four Gospels in the Bible, namely: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John. Our utmost gratitude to our Parish Priest, Fr. Benedict Lam for
approving the venue of this Bible Encounter. Interested participants are
very much invited, please get in touch with any members of the Legion of
Mary.

STUDY THE WORD . . . LIVE THE WORD ... SHARE THE WORD.
BE THE WORD!
By: Ma. Luisa Sapuan (3rd from the right)
Legion of Mary 2 (Mother Most Faithful)
)
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we fully trust the Lord, our plans and activities for His Glory! Thank you
Lord.

Agnes Lopez

Elim Community
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Praying and Playing Claimed its Victory!

The sportsfest organized by the DPCM-Simbayanan-KAMMPI is held every year,
but due to the Corona Virus Pandemic, the sportsfest was frozen for three years.
Finally, it was only this year that it was resumed on February 12, 2024. Even at the
busiest service in the church and spiritual activities, STEC joined a complimentary
invitation from DPCM-Simbayanan-KAMMPI Sportsfest, spearheaded by Sr. Cora
Demetillo, RGS and KAMMPI President, Mary Jane (MJ) Poca. (Our utmost gratitude
to these organizers).

The first part of the event was a Eucharistic Mass Celebration held at St. Francis
Church, Ma On Shan and the sports activities were all played at YMCA Ma On Shan
Sports Ground. The sports fest was attended by 14 teams coming from different
Church Communities in Hong Kong and a new participating community from Macau.
The competition was composed of different games namely: Cheerdance, Zumba,
Track and Field (100 M Dash, 200 M Dash and 400 M Dash Relay), Sack Race and
Volleyball.

The purpose of this event is to foster camaraderie, esprit-de-corps (the common
spirit existing in the members of a group and inspiring enthusiasm, devotion, and
strong regard for the honour of the community), friendship and sportsmanship with
God’s glory, which follows the organizer’s theme as a whole “UNITY (mag-KAKAMPI
- a Tagalog term that means someone or something supports or sides with another
person, another thing, or a decision; and NOT KAMPI-KAMPI (having alliance or being
on the same side in a conflict or agreement).

In the pursuit of victory, we found ourselves so busy with the sports practices
every Sunday after the mass and our church service. This is an extra push with a
hidden strength and talents to achieve success on the playing field. We are not born as
athletes, but mere players preparing for a competitive challenge making use of God’s
given talent to us, especially to our coaches, organizers and players. God gave us the
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Cheerdance — Champioh and Best in Costume
(Composed of different STEC Ministries, Judee and
Wela Mae (Choreographer)

STEC - Over-all Charﬁpion

- i
1 STEC Sports Muse — Alona Hipoli

talents and made use of them with the power of prayer, providing us the motivation and
focus we need to excel in the games.

As we venture forth to compete and strive for the sublime taste of victory in
this game, we beseech God to endow us with the grace to display respect and
sportsmanship, irrespective of the outcome, whether we stand victorious or taste the
bitterness of defeat with respect. Our games stand paragon of fairness and integrity,
with an embodiment of the true essence of the game, a reflection of character, win
or lose always align with the values of sportsmanship that God taught us. We are
profoundly grateful for the opportunity to partake in this competition with honour and
integrity, we were called the OVERALL CHAMPION. A given honour to our church
St. Thomas the Apostle Church, buoyed by our Parish Priest Fr. Benedict Lam and
endearing support from our Spiritual Adviser, Fr. Petrus Santoso. We also thank Ms.
Debbie for her support.

With our dedicated commitment to join and win in the games, parallel our prayers
prayed granting us the unwavering energy to give our absolute best effort and the
mental toughness to persevere until the final whistle, securing a resounding victory.
We trust in our divine guidance and know that with God’s help, winning this game is not
just a possibility but a destiny waiting to unfold.

Our confidence in aiming to win the games shone as a radiant beacon of
inspiration for our Church St. Thomas the Apostle and our members, instilling in us
the same unwavering faith, and let it be a wellspring of inner strength that sustained
us when the going gets tough. In the midst of this struggle for triumph, we humbly
acknowledge and place our faith in our prayers and God’s boundless love and
unwavering support. Thank you, Father, for gracing our talents, our efforts with courage
in this noble pursuit. STEC, WE ARE THE CHAMPION! VICTORY IS ALWAYS WITH
YOU YOUR NAME. TO GOD BE THE GLORY!

. &
Zumba — 2nd Runner -up (L to R: Elna, Maribel,
Terry, Liezl, Alona (Muse), Fr. Petrus (STEC
Adviser), Lina, Divine, Nancy, Sally, Judee and Wela
Mae (Zumba Choreographer)

Our Spiritual Adviser — Fr. Petrus Santoso, SCJ

2024 B B # % B5 B9 The Time-table of the Holy Week
H #i Date BB Time # % = H Mass/ Liturgy
fi b J\BFIE EHBE
N 8:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
3A288 (&jAm) .
March 28 (Holy Thursday) WHERARRER LS .
After Mass Adoration of the Holy Eucharist
until 11:00pm
BRI EREEF GERE)
. - i ,, 38298 (TEE) 9:00am Parish Retreat (Parish Hall)
Track and Field/ Sack Race/ Volleyball Team (Coaches: “E B BT AR T4F3BFIE BEZBLDEE (PX)
Agnes / Jude M/ Maribel B.) March 29 (Good Friday) 3:00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

. *Fasting on that day % L8ISIE HEZBLDEE (EF)
= UL R R S T 8:00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (English)
- 200 M Dash — Nelma Cabrera — First Place -

400 M Rel 2rd R 3A308 (@) s E8RFIE HEBREEHA
= A0 Reley =2 Rumier U March 30 (Holy Saturday) 8:00pm Easter Vigil
- Sack Race — 2nd place in the first game — - - —
. ) 4R78 (BEREFEEH) TH36 MBEFERBERER (BEH)

gcllevballgvopl Ditheliitstoang April 7 (Sunday of Divine Mercy) 3:00pm Children & Infant Baptism




