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2024 -5 - 19 English Sunday school
students receiving Holy Confirmation
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Pentecost : The Birth of the Church

2 Pentecost is a Christian holiday which takes
% o place on the 49th day after Easter Sunday. It
= w;nd._§°;)§é) commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon

% inflome.. the Apostles of Jesus while they were in Jerusalem
(= % celebrating the Feast of Weeks. This important event
in the Christian faith is described in the Acts of the
Apostles (Acts 2:1-31), as “preeminent celebration of
the Holy Spirit". Also known as “Birth of the Church”.
The Symbols of Pentecost
Wind - Representing God’s first breath of love into all of creation. A “driving
wind” surrounded the apostles on that first Pentecost to strengthen them in
their faith. The breath of the Holy Spirit — and sometimes a gusting wind —
strengthens and challenges God’s people on their faith journey. Although
we cannot physically see wind, we can feel the effects of it. Just like with
God. While we cannot physically see him, we see and feel the effects of him
working through our lives.
Fire - Representing the Holy Spirit, who filled the apostles with enthusiasm,
replacing their fear with the courage to go forth and share Christ’s story.
“Tongues of fire ... came to rest on each one of them.” Fire can be both
comforting and destructive. Comforting in the sense of warmth, destructive
in the sense of power. Fire will burn away the old so that the new can grow.
Red - The color of liturgical vestments on Pentecost, representing the
dynamism of the Holy Spirit and the zeal of those who open their hearts to
the Spirit.
Water - Representing new life and the commitment first made at the time of
our baptism and renewed throughout our faith lives.
Dove - Representing the Holy Spirit that descended ‘“like a dove” and
hovered over Jesus when he was baptized. Symbol of peace. The dove is
often a sign of peace and hope within Christianity. Due to this symbolism,
the apostles were able to feel a sense of peace through a scenario that
would’ve otherwise been terrifying for them.

e Spirit came.

The Pathway towards Life and Spirit Seminar -
by Elim

One of the biggest events in Elim Community is the Light in Spirit
Seminar or called Elim Pathways. The start of the event is the Highest
form of Worship (Eucharistic Mass), followed by Praise and Worship. The
Seminar commenced with a Personal Testimony, to edify how Jesus is our
the Way, the Truth and the Life ( John 14:6). The fruits of this Seminar
is total surrendering to the Lord; to receive Baptism and gifts of the Holy
Spirit. To show how good the Lord is in our life, to continually be with the
Community of Believers (Acts 4:32). This seminar is one way to recount the
New beginning of our journey in Faith (Hebrew 11:1).

One celebrated event of the Catholic Faith is the celebration of our
parents (Mother's and Father's day). A way of appreciation and act of
love to our parents, the only commandments with the promise from the
Lord. As Elim dwellers, we are deeply grateful to the Lord to be part of
Elim Community and for the opportunity that we had, to show our love and

The HOME OF LOVE -by Legion of Mary of St.

Thomas

“NOT ALL OF US CAN DO GREAT THINGS. BUT WE CAN DO SMALL
THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE.” — Mother Teresa

The Legion of Mary and its membership is open to those who belong
to the Catholic Church and believe in its teaching. lts stated mission is for
active members to serve God under the banner of Mary by the corporal and
spiritual works of Mercy.

One of its work, is the “Home of Love of the Missionaries of Charity
Sisters”. It is our regular apostolate mission every Sunday and at times on
our statutory holiday. We usually go to their shelters and offer our tasks by
helping at the kitchen like cooking, cleaning, washing dishes and sometimes
serving food to the street dwellers. We are so blessed and thankful for this
kind of apostolate, a simple way to express our gifts and love to our Almighty
God through our brothers and sisters in need.

“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” — Acts 2:2-4

As mentioned in the bible verse above, the apostles began to speak
in different languages. This is referring to speaking in tongues. This is a
form of personal prayer, although not everyone is able to speak in tongues.
It is seen as a miracle as it allows only some believers to communicate
with God, through the Holy Spirit, in a way that is far beyond human
understanding.

The Breath of God is a breath essential for life, and so fundamental
to our being that we at most times hardly realise it's there. This is what the
Holy Spirit is like. It breathes life into all things. It's life-giving, sustaining,
and continual.

Reflection by:

Nancy C. Mamoyac, STEC Coordinator/Eucharistic Ministry
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to serve others into His goodness and abundance.
Highest!

Glory to God in the

And we are thankful to the MC Sisters, for taking part in our Spiritual
Growth and in the same way fulfilled our spiritual work of mercy. They
introduced us to the 33-days self- retreat. A meditation to consecrate
ourselves to our Lady and to the Divine Mercy following the 33-days
Morning Glory; the 33-days merciful love and knowing, prayer delivering our
friends, the poor souls in Purgatory in accord with a 30-day Novena.
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The Leg'ionvof Mary, Mother Most Faithful Presidium with
Fr. Benedict Lam, Parish Priest.

The STEC4 Leaders i action

We are the English Community Leaders, gathered together as one
family through our foundational ministries through: Prayers, Worship,
Community Inter-actions, and Evangelization.
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STEC Holy Hour with Fr. Petrus

A Holy Hour fervently pursued by the English Community is a
devotional tradition of spending an hour in Eucharistic adoration in
the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, opening with the prayer of
Divine Mercy followed by devotional prayers and petitions. A plenary
indulgence is granted for this practice. It's an opportunity to simply be
in the presence of the Lord and let yourself know and feel God’s love.
The Lord asked Sister Faustina to pray especially for sinners at three
o’clock in the afternoon, the moment of His death on the cross. This (, €
is the hour of great mercy for the world, and can be a moment of = = B .k '
reflection on His Passion and Death for us. The 2nd Bible Encounter held at St. Thomas Parish Church
The 2nd Bible Encounter Goes Civic organized by the LBS Thursday Group
of the Chaplaincy to the Filipino Migrants in Hong Kong, headed by Fr. Jay
Flandez organized the 2nd Bible Encounter held at 3/F Hall of St. Thomas
Parish, Church. A grateful thanks to Fr. Benedict for accommodating this event.
The Bible Encounter will be in a form of a quiz and the coverage will be the 4
Gospels of the New Testament — Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
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The Acolytes lovely photo shooting
with the presiding priests, Fr.Petrus
and his co-celebrant, a visiting priest
from Indonesia.
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