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Behind the Beauty of Christmas Celebrations
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Christmas celebrations are synonymous with beauty.
In fact, Christmas celebrations are always beautiful. Let
us see why.

First, everyone around the world welcomes
Christmas celebrations. December 25 is a holiday. On
that day everyone knows that it is Christmas Day.

beautiful decorations are installed
everywhere in urban centers, super markets,
offices, churches, homes. When there are Christmas
decorations, people stop for a moment and capture them
with photos. This means that the beauty of Christmas
cannot be missed.

Third, the liturgy leading up to the Christmas
celebration has a very beautiful meaning. During the
Advent season, for 4 weeks we are illuminated by 4
Advent candles. Each of these Advent candles helps
us prepare to celebrate Christmas. Each week during
Advent we can feel our longing to celebrate Christmas
as each candle is lit..

Fourth, in our Parish during Advent there is an
opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Confession.
This means that we not only decorate our Church
with beautiful decorations, but also prepare our hearts
beautifully. Towards the Christmas celebration, an
attitude of repentance must be developed, so that our
hearts can become a “manger” for the presence of Jesus
in our hearts.

Second,

Fifth, the people mentioned in the Gospel, especially
those told by angels, all had the beautiful experience of
welcoming Immanuel.

From the five points above, we can see the beauty
behind Christmas celebrations, namely the fulfillment of
God’s promise, the promise of salvation for all mankind.

For us, living by holding on to God’s promises and
on to the promise of salvation, will make our lives much
more beautiful.

Therefore, in this life we must continue to hold on to
God'’s promises, so that our life will always be beautiful.

God bless you.
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May Flower Devotion 2023

Rosary Gathering 2023

~ A Living Rosary ~

In the Catholic Church, May is the Month of Mary, a time in
which we honour Our Blessed Mother, Mary. The Christian tradition of
dedicating the month of May to the Blessed Virgin dates back to the
13th century.

The Legion of Mary organized a yearly gathering to culminate
the Month of Mary. This year we held “A LIVING ROSARY” focused
on the Glorious Mysteries.

MAY FLOWER DEVOTION
ALIVING ROSARY

In a Living Rosary, each participant not only prays a Rosary, but
helps to form one. Each person serves as a bead while praying the
Rosary as a group.

These prayers were in groups of ten called decades, and each
decade began with an Our Father. The Rosary we prayed has five
decades. As we pray a decade, we meditate and reflect on an event in
the life of Jesus, Mary and the Church, called “mysteries.” The rosary
is intended to be a prayer and a response. The leaders will begin the
prayer and all of us will respond by completing the prayer.

Everyone had an opportunity to participate the Holy Rosary.
We are so happy to see that we come together to honor Our Mother
Mary by praying the Rosary, offering flowers to her and most of all by
crowning her, as our Queen.

October is the Month traditionally dedicated to the Holy Rosary
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The Rosary is more than a prayer. It symbolizes our destiny in
and with God according to Mary’s example.

This year’'s gathering was held on October 22 with the STEC
family and parishioners in honor of Our Blessed Mother. We prayed
all of the Twenty Mysteries: the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful and
Glorious Mysteries. We prayed together as a community and asked
for the powerful intercession of Our Blessed Mother. This is how
important the Rosary is to us.

“Every word of the Rosary is a prayer to God’- Servant of God
Frank Duff, founder of the Legion of Mary”

St. Thomas English Community Pilgrimage At
Our Lady of Fatima Church, Cheung Chau Island

Although
there has been
many  Catholic
communities in
Cheung Chau
since 1930s, it
was only on 13
October 1952 that

s Bishop Lorenzo
Bianchi erected
a formal parish

for the Island and
named it after Our
Lady of Fatima. The church has erected 68 years of witness on the
island. Its popular annual Marian procession and pilgrimage dates
back to 13 October 1953, when Father Antonio Riganti, then vicar
general, led a congregation of over 1,000 people in a landmark
pilgrimage to Cheung Chau. Since then, its has attracted many
pilgrims from different parishes of Hong Kong to pay tribute to Our
Lady of Fatima.

The English Community
had their pilgrimage on October
2, 2023 with the full support of
our Spiritual Adviser, Fr. Petrus
Santoso, SCJ. Our activities
include the Holy Rosary Devotion
to Our Lady of Fatima (led by
the Legion of Mary) and a Holy
Mass presided by Fr. Petrus. The
pilgrimage was held owing to
the hospitality of the church’s
administration. It was a very
spiritual event that our members
have once again prayed together
as one community.
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Synodal Journey Song Presentation —
St. Thomas English Community — First Place

The Diocesan Pastoral Centre for Migrants (DPCM) and
Simbayahan-Kapisanan ng Mga Manggagawing Migranteng
Pilipino (Sim-KAMMPI), a pastoral care service for Filipino
Catholic migrants, had invited the St. Thomas English Community
to join the SYNODAL JOURNEY SONG Presentation, held at St.
Alfred’s Church, Shatin on September 30, 2023. The theme of
this event was “Communion, Participation and Mission” and had
an objective of declaring “No longer |, Mine, Me, but “We, Ours/
us.”

We are proud to represent our Church and the English
Community for we have garnered and bring in the First Prize
Winner of this competition. It is an original song portraying that
experiencing Synodality is the joy expressed in the sincere and
respectful encounter between brothers and sisters in the faith,
and to meet each other is to encounter the Lord who is in our
midst!

It is a way of “journeying together”, living our faith that calls
for speaking and listening to one another with the Holy Spirit in
order to find a path forward in addressing the issues in our days
as we work to carry out our mission of making known the Good
News of salvation with Jesus. It is by walking together, listening,
dialoguing, discerning together. The deepest longing as we travel
on our life’s journey is, wherever God go, so shall we go with Him,
not knowing where He was going, but we know travelling with Him
is good enough for Him to journey together.

This is an original song with joint efforts of STEC members.
The lyrics were composed by Nancy C. Mamoyac, music
arranged by George Laron and administered by Edmund Damulo.
With great thanks to our singers who showed their best to depict
the meaning of Synod, namely: Elna, Precy, RR, Steff, Rubilyn,
Joy, Nora, Leriza, Jennifer, Shiramie, Alona, Divina, Maribel, Mila,
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Emely, Jan, Thristian and Lizel.
The song lyrics is hereto presented:
WE JOURNEY AS ONE FAMILY
Verse 1:

LIFE’'S GREAT JOURNEY VERSE IS ONE WIH JESUS
WHEN HE CALLS US TO LEAVE OURSELVES BEHIND
AND TO FOLLOW A CERTAIN DESIRE

THAT DRIVES US TOWARDS SALVATION

Refrain:

WE WALK AND WE SMILE WITH EACH OTHER
WE CRY, WE LAUGH, EMBRACE ONE ANOTHER
LET OUR VOICES SING HIM PRAISES

LET US SERVE AS ONE FOR THE LORD

Verse 2:

WITH CHRIST OUR JOURNEY IS LEARNING AND GROWING
GROUNDED IN PRESENCE WITH HIM

HE DRAWS US NEAR WHEN WE HELP THE POOR

IN THIS JOURNEY WE GROW IN HIM

(Repeat Refrain)
Verse 3:

TOGETHER IN FAITH, TOGETHER IN PRAYER
WITH LOVE WE GLORIFY THE LORD

WE SHARE OUR LOVE AND PEACE WITH OTHERS
BY SHARING THE HOPE OF CHRIST

(Repeat Refrain)
Verse 4:

WE BELIEVE THIS JOURNEY WILL OFFER US

A CHANCE TO ADEEPER COMMITMENT

REFLECTING AND SETTING OUR EYES ON OUR GOAL
AS WE NEAR OUR JOURNEY’S END

(Repeat Refrain)
(End) LET US SERVE AS ONE FOR THE LORD

THE RENEWAL AND COMMISSIONING OF

ST. THOMAS ENGLISH COMMUNITY

Every after two years of dedicated service to St. Thomas
Church, all members have renewed their service. The
commissioning was a simple blessing to affirm the use of the
gifts God has given them. It was held during the Eucharistic
Celebration on October 8, 2023, presided by our Spiritual Adviser,
Fr. Petrus Santoso, SCJ.

Service in this parish is composed of seven ministries,
namely: Altar Servants, Collectors, Elim (Ushers), Extraordinary
Ministers of the Holy Communion (EMHC), Lectors, Legion
of Mary Group 1 and Group 2 and Music Ministry (Choir and
Instrumentalists).
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The Altar Servers assist in the
Mass. They carry the cross, the
candles and the thurible during the
procession and help to prepare the
altar for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

The Collectors assist in the
collection and preparation of
our weekly Sunday offering and
personal intentions. They can also
offer assistance before the Mass
as per the needs of parishioners.

The Elim Ministry performs
as Usher. They act as “first
representatives” of Jesus Christ
in the Mass. Before the Mass
starts, they act as doorkeepers,
greet each person with a smile,

and hand out bulletins. They
also answer visitors questions
and give extra help in seating to
those who need assistance.

The Eucharistic Ministers are
laypersons who assist the priest
in administering the elements of
Holy Communion. They also bring
the sacrament to those who are
sick and homebound.

The Lectors proclaim the Sacred
Scripture (the first and second
readings, and sometimes also
the responsorial psalm). They
also announce the intentions B =
during the prayer of the faithful. , i 2 \ |
The Music  Ministry s
composed of the Choir and
the Instrumentalists. Its role
is to assist the congregation in
lifting their voices in songs. In
the Mass, they help to bring

parishioners into active
participation and closeness with
God.

2

The Legion of Mary serves as auxilliary servants to the Church. They were divided into two
groups, name: Legion of Mary Most Pure and Legion of Mary Most Faithful. They are active
members who have assumed different duties, functions and responsibilities, e.g. leading
the Holy Rosary Devotion or serving as Ushers, Collectors, Lectors and Altar Servers.
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ELIM Mlnlstry of St. Thomas English Community

Elim Community is one of the Catholic Charismatic and
Missionaries group in the Philippines and in the whole World.
They have 176 branches and startups in the Philippines and
20 branches abroad. They are one of the evangelizers of the
Word of God. They are blessed to join and participate the
outreach program, to visit different churches here in Hong
Kong or even in Macau. They help and support different
activities in the church like Rosary Gathering and 2000

Hail Mary Devotion and etc. They serve in this church as
Usherettes, sometimes Collectors and help to sell Christian
books to Filipino Migrants. They serve especially the activities
and events of the English Community anytime upon their
call. They have Praise and Worship every Sunday 12:30 -
3pm in Room 407 followed by online teaching from different
Teachers of the Word from the Philippines. They also have
virtual gathering everyday from different branches of their
Community.

At present they are having the Elim Missions International
Conference (EMIC) in Manila, where leaders and deputies of
every ELIM branch and startup gather as one family. The
objective, after a week Excellence Conference, it will be
followed by every servant and dweller of their community
joining together to study, learn and devotedly share the Word
of God.

Elim Community continually invite everyone to join their
community as one Family of God and become “Fishers of
Men” and evangelists send by the Lord, As the Bible says,
"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring the good news.”
(Rom. 10:15). All Glory and Honor to our Lord Jesus Christ.
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9 & Mass H B Date B A Time
EREEFREE (hX) 128248 (£H) FR+TRIE
FRAETY 8 BLEt+—R=+%
Christmas Vigil Mass (English) December 24 (Sunday) 9:00pm
BRI A 12258 (E28—-) EFNEE, +—FIE
Christmas Masses (English) December 25 (Monday) 9:30am
BRI 12A31H (£A) %8 E A & &M
The Holy Family Masses December 31 (Sunday) According to the Sunday Masses
B % # R (P ) 12A31H (£A) R ECHRFIE
New Year’s Eve Mass (English) December 31 (Sunday) 9:00pm
y R RIGER

5 il Mass H B Date Bf & Time
REZBEHEHERHA 2024 F1RA18 (E#H—) EFAKIE




