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Life and Expectations in Christian Community

by: Nancy C. Mamoyac

The Life in Spiritual Community series highlights
aspects of our life lived together in community through
a mixture of spiritual teachings, vision, and personal
stories. The Saint Thomas English Community (STEC)
is an example of a primary means of forming meaningful
discipling relationships, where we can be evangelized,
encouraged, and challenged by brothers and sisters
in one body in Christ, and live out the “one another”
commandments in our daily lives.

Having a religious community is both blessings
and challenges of a Christian community. And how
our own expectations have a significant role to play in
our participation and experience joining a community.
As we enter our communities, let's consider what
community is and what we can and should expect, as
well as what we cannot and should not expect.

Christian community, in the broader sense,
happens throughout the life of the church during

Since the relaxation of the pandemic protocol, Elim
Community had resumed the face to face gathering.
We started our Sunday activities with the Eucharistic
Mass, then proceed with our meal gathering and
bonding. In the afternoon, we have Worship and online
teaching. We also have our Bible sharing called KG
( Koinonia Group) where each and every member
takes turn in sharing their experiences on how God
work wonders and miracles in them. So far in the

Sunday gatherings as well as with the parishioner
and the ministry interpersonal interactions. It is a gift
for believers in the present church age to strengthen,
equip, build-up, encourage, exhort, and care for
one another. In STEC, we speak about our way of
evangelization as the place where we can get to know
others and be known by others; where we primarily live
out the “one another that command to love our brothers
and sisters in Christ’; and where we form meaningful,
mutually- enriching, discipling relationships. And it is
our sincere desire that everyone who calls STEC a
“second home away from home” would have such a
community.

OUR ROLE IN A CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Taken together, these encouragements can help
us regulate our desires and expectations for our
communities. And, perhaps unsurprisingly, they call us
to participate in building these healthy communities. So,
for those already in a St. Thomas English Community,
I’d encourage you in these ways:

Start with thanksgiving to God for the gift of
community that you already have. Pray for those in your
community — by name, and by their needs. Reach out
to others with prayers and encouragements with them.
Use our gifts to serve and encourage others in love, for
God’s glory and their good. Ask “How might God use
me/us to bless my community and others?” rather than
asking “What will | get from this community?”

Commit to being an active part of your community.
You can only grow in knowing others and being known
by showing up in appropriate manner and timing. Let
us invite those who are new to our community to grab a
coffee and start to get to know each other.

Philippines, Elim’s different branches grow by leaps and
bounds in number events, mostly are just having online
gathering. Openly here in HK, we started having our
normal gathering activities in Tai Wai and Tsing Yi. This
coming July 30, the Elim Community will be having a
big gathering, welcoming the visiting of our Pastoral
and coordinators. We will be expecting more invited
guests to come joining us. Everyone is welcome to
join and participate in this big gathering. We cordially
invite everyone to join us in this big event of the Elim
Community. God bless us all!



Rosary Propagation

One of the activities of the Legion of Mary is the
Pastoral work.

We have this statue of Our Lady of Fatima, and
have a home to home visitation, propagating the prayer

STEC
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devotion of the Rosary. It is an avenue of greatest good.
We primarily promote and propagate the devotion to
Our Blessed Mother Mary by praying of the Holy Rosary
among families particularly the Filipino Families and
interested Chinese families around Hong Kong.

It is the best way for the young members of families
to introduce the prayers of Rosary and praying together as
one family.

Our Praesidium, Mother Most Pure, had reached
families from places in Park Island, Sham Tseng, Tung
Chung, Tsuen Wan, Kwai Chung, and even as far as Yuen
Long.

By this apostolate we could help our fellow Catholics

deepen their devotion and they also help us propagate this
too. We are happy to share this joy to you

If you wish to have this home visitation at your home
with your family, you may contact us, Legion of Mary, at St.
Thomas parish office.

Remembering St. John Paul Il once said: “How
beautiful is the family that recites the Rosary every
evening!”
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