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Have you ever touched an electric fence? If you hold hands
in a line and the first person touches the fence you can see the
effect of the electricity moving down the line of people. It is like a
ripple... The Ripple Effect is based on the understanding that we
are all connected. Everything we do and think affects the people in
our lives and their reactions in turn affect others. Each of us carries
within us the capacity to change the world through small decisions.

The bible calls this process as ‘blessing’ and teaches us that we
are blessed so that we can feel good or happy or great rather we
need to bless others. Have you ever felt joy of being a blessing to
others? God told to Abraham “I will make you into a great nation. |
will bless you and make you famous and you will be a blessing to
others”. Blessing isn’t about naming and claiming things we believe
we deserve; it's about living a Godly life and being drawn further into
God’s kingdom.

Most of us like to receive gifts. Because it is a great feeling to
know that someone cares and consider us as special and important.
Do we have the same feeling when we give gifts to others? When |
was small my mother used to say that when we bless others, God
takes care of the needs we are concerned about. The more you
bless other people, the more God blesses your life. Yes This is what
| have been experiencing since my childhood. Saint Luke tells us
“give away your life, you'll find life given back, but not merely given
back, - given back with bonus and blessing.” (Luke 6:38). The Lord
blesses us, he loves us. Because of this we can be a blessing to
others. He instructs us, so we can instruct others. He comforts us so
we can comfort others.

A candle loses nothing if as it lights another candle. Instead it
spreads light and enables another candle to shine bright for God,
thus making the place a little brighter.

This year as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the
Light of the world, we pray that let His light break through us, those
fears, anxieties, worries, and selfishness and open our hearts to
experience and share this light to others? Once you become aware
of God’s blessings in your life you will see how happy and grateful a
person you become.

Of course we cannot give what we do not have. Therefore let
us always turn to God for His blessings particularly to fill us up with
His graces, energy and love to serve Him through others. We have
brought nothing to the world and we cannot take anything out of the
world. Yes all our blessings come through our Savior, Jesus, who
entered this world one obscure night in the busy and bustling town
of Bethlehem.

Dear friends, God has given us everything with a purpose.
Therefore consider the purpose of all what you are and all what you
have such as your time, talents, knowledge and money in serving
and adding to the enrichment of others so that we are loving God
and serving Him whole heartedly. In this way that we are blessed to
be a blessing.

May the New born Baby Jesus bless you all.
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Advent is a season of “new beginnings”. In the calendar of
the Church, the first day of Advent is considered the first day of the
new year. This is very appropriate, because the Advent season
reminds us to prepare. We are preparing ourselves to celebrate
Christmas, which is the birthday of the Lord. Christ coming to earth
at Christmas is the ultimate fulfilment of God’s amazing plan — a
plan that begun when the world was created. Remember: when
the world was first created, there was no separation between us
and God. God walked the earth among us. Because of God’s great
love and desire to share eternal happiness with others, He created
human beings in His own image and likeness. Because God is kind
and merciful, He never forced us to accept this invitation, however.
We were allowed to accept or to reject this invitation. As it turns out,
we rejected this invitation. We thought we were smarter than God.
So we sinned and chose to live in a world of sin; a world that we
“think” we control ourselves.

But at Christmas, God brought us back to Him. He gave us
a gift — His only Son. Today, we can make the same choice once
again. We can accept this gift (Jesus Christ), or we can reject the
gift. The choice is ours!

As | begin my new mission as pastor of Annunciation Parish
in Tsuen Wan, | also experience this choice. | was quite surprised
to be appointed to this new position so quickly, but very happy and
very honoured. Of course, the choice to accept this new assignment
was not easy. My whole career as a priest — more than 5 years
— has been at only one parish, St. Thomas the Apostle. Saying
goodbye to our community is the most difficult challenge of this
new assignment. However, each one of us is called to make many

choices. When God asks us to go somewhere new, are we willing to
go? When God asks us to bear a new burden, are we willing to bear
it? As Christians, this is our responsibility. We never know what will
happen in the future.

So, as we prepare to begin a new year in our Church, and |
prepare for a new assignment, we all prepare for new beginnings.
Each one of us can prepare ourselves to accept God’s will.
Sometimes this will make us sad, and other times it will be difficult to
accept. But if we are willing to accept God’s gifts to us — especially
the gift of his only Son — we know that we will find happiness!

| will always keep you in my prayers. Please visit me and come
say hello!
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Looking Forward to Christmas. .. The Second Coming of Jesus Christ

By: Nancy C. Mamoyac (STEC Coordinator)

December is upon us, and with that, comes the old religious tradition of Christmas. But before Christmas —a time of
gift giving, celebration, and joy—there is the waiting period. This time of pause and expectation is known as Advent, and it
symbolizes the anticipation of something new, something notable. Advent itself means “arrival” and it is generally celebrated
in the month leading up to Christmas as a time of reflection on the Christian belief of both the birth of Jesus and His second
coming — and yes, we always wish of Santa will make an appearance!

Advent itself however is celebrated in many different ways across the globe and, sometimes, isn’t really recognized at
all. For Catholic religions, the symbols generally associated with Advent include the lighting of candles within a wreath on
consecutive Sabbath days as a sort of countdown; these candles can mean a variety of things from certain figures in the
bible, to feelings associated with Christmas such as candles with HOPE, JOY, PEACE and LOVE. These special candles
when lit marks the counting down of Christmas Day.

In my country the Philippines, before leading up to the birth of R *E .. 5w
Jesus on Christmas eve, the “Simbang Gabi”, which means night o ; el
mass, is a series of Catholic masses in the Philippines during the nine 2 4 S
days leading up to Christmas. Masses usually take place in the early ‘ 9 @E
morning between 4 am and 5 am from December 16 to December 24. p l ' \
Christmas Eve is marked with a special service called Misa de Gallo SN i <,
at the very on-set at 11:00 to 12:00 mid-night awaiting the celebration ‘ e ¢ & ]
of the birth of Jesus Christ. 4

After the “Missa de Gallo” (midnight mass), the most awaiting ; Al
is the celebration of Christmas Eve with delicious food, songs and y : ;
dancing and giving od gifts to everyone. ’ il e AR

At night, a heartful and joyful songs of Christmas songs
called “Carolling” also symbolizes the coming of Christmas, where
singing in groups of kids and adults, joyfully singing Christmas carols
in front of the house door steps. The household opens their doors
giving-out “Aguinaldo”, meaning Christmas presents, after which to go
to more houses and at the end there’s often food or love offering, as
symbol of “giving love on Christmas”. As early as month of September,
Christmas carols are already heard in radios and TVs, to alarm
everyone that Christmas is fast approaching.

Likewise, beautiful and colorful bright lanterns are
already on display for sale along the roads and
malls. Gazing at these lanterns makes one’s feeling to
prepare for Christmas specially decorating the house
symbolizing a close and happy of family awaiting for the
second coming of our Savior Jesus Christ.

My Godly greetings to all . . ."Maligayang Pasko sa
lahat!”” (MERRY CHRISTMAS everyone!)

10
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“ROSARY GATHERING Celebrated On October 23,2022

Last October 23, 2022, the Legion of Mary of St.
Thomas English Community commenced the Month of
Rosary by gathering devotees to pray the rosary of our
Blessed Mother of Mary.

The Legion of Mary were the dedicated organizer,
leading the Rosary prayer and devotees are invited to join
as this rosary is a most beautiful and joyful occasion for
the whole month of October. To conclude this beautiful
occasion, the rosary commenced on October 23, 2022,
at 2:00 - 4:00pm, the big and joyful celebration. To give
special thanks and praise to our to our Lord Jesus for his
great and infinite love for us specially by keeping us all safe
and our families during the furious storm of the pandemic.
To our Blessed Mother Mary for her unconditional love and
continuing intercession for us to our Lord, her son.

The four mysteries of the Holy Rosary (Joyful,
Luminous, Sorrowful and Glorious) were fully recited,
accompanied by Marian songs, the crowning of our
Blessed Mother Mary as queen of heaven and earth and
as the Mother of God, and Marian dance.

This joyful celebration is always cooperated and
participated by the whole Parish communities, parishioners
and visitors. The presence of each attendees inspired
the faith of each person to fully, " TRUST IN THE LORD

With Strong Heart and Faith with God

As member of the Catholic Charismatic Communities,
we, as Elim dwellers continue to spread the Good News of
God through live streamed gathering of praise and worship
and online teachings.

Last November 5, 2022, a gathering of the Elim
Missions International Conference were mostly attended
by Elim servants of different branches and start-ups in the
Philippines and other countries. And last November 11,
2022, the Excellence (EC22) was held and attended by all
members of Elim Communities locally and Internationally.
During the pandemic, our alternative action to reach-out
ever Elim members is through online gatherings. Despite
challenging times, we were exhorted to abide, pursue and
release our faith in God. We’re always excited to receive
Lord’s amazing touch in our gatherings with solidarity
and the expectation of God’s magnificent presence and
blessings. Let us altogether claim Romans 4:20, that says,

By: Ma. Luisa Sapuan (Legion of Mary 2)

COMPLETELY ", and to stay at the side of our Blessed
Mother Mary, our gentle mother.

So, if you are not in the habit of praying the Rosary,
now is the great time to start. "No earthly or spiritual
struggle is beyond our Blessed Mother's love and care. "
She has shown us time and again throughout history what
she can and will do for those who have recourse to the
Rosary.

By: Elim (Agnes Lopez)

“He grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God.”

Faith strong, brothers and sisters in Christ.
kamay at kapit bisig para kay Jesus.
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STEC

MEMBERS SHARIN

STEC Pilgrimage at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel (Tai O) on
September 12, 2022.

There was a church building at this location
around 1923 but it was not designated as a church.
The building was then destroyed by typhoon. After
being redeveloped in 1937, it was designated as a
church and renamed Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Chapel, belonging to the Cheung Chau Parish and
operated by the Fatima Church.

stle Chu@ch >
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In 1965, Tai O Church and Cheung
Chau Church were separately designated as
independent parishes. In 1966, it was renamed
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church and erected to
parish status on 1.7.1979. It was then put under
the purview of Epiphany Parish of Mui Woo on
8.9.1980.
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The graduates of the “Bible Study” Course ready
to increase our faith to love God’s life through
Bible Study and sharing.



