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Every year, all around the world, Christmas celebrations
are always eagerly awaited, well prepared and missed. And
now, it is here. We can celebrate together !

Christmas events are always told, read and taught. And
now, we can experience it by joining the activities held by our
parish, St. Thomas The Apostle Church.

Christmas has been celebrated for almost two thousand
years. What is the essence of Christmas? Basically, it is
the greatest love story ever told and ever lived, the story of
God’s love for us. From the beginning, until now, and in the
future, its meaning will not change. It marks God’s love for
us all. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life.” God has redeemed us from sin
and death. And our hearts beat with the constant joy of being
saved, freed and loved. It is so sweet !

During Advent, we wait for, we long for, we prepare for
Christmas. Beginning from Christmas Eve, celebrations will
be held in the Church. The Christmas carols will be beautiful.
The decorations will be beautiful. And of course, you and
your smiles will be beautiful. Yes, Christmas is coming.
Christmas is coming to our town. Christmas is coming to our
family. Christmas is coming to our hearts. And Christmas is
the most beautiful story of our lives, because we are saved,
we are set free and we are loved by Him. It is so touching !

In this festive season, Pope Benedict XVI has a special
gift for us. He once said, “Joy is the true gift of Christmas,
and we can communicate this joy simply: with a smile, a kind
gesture, a little help, forgiveness. And the joy we give will
certainly come back to us.”

Yet unfortunately, there are people who, even at
Christmas, are still wounded, harboring heartaches, not
repenting their sins, and not able to forgive. What is
Christmas celebration for them? Is Christmas a time of love
or a time of unhappiness? What can they do when there is
no love in their hearts? It is so sad !

Let us pray for them and hope that Christmas peace ,
joy and love will come to them eventually.

Finally, | sincerely wish everyone of you a very Happy
Christmas! If we meet and greet each other during the
celebrations, our Christmas will be complete. To those whom
I may not have the chance to meet, | send my Christmas
wishes, prayers and blessings. Amen.

BE: 2436 4722
#83F: www.stthomaschurch.org.hk EEBE3: office@stthomaschurch.org.hk

u i m ﬁ Christmas is a Love Story, pure and simple.
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500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE PHILIPPINES CELEBRATION

Oct 17, Mass to celebrate the 500 years of
Christianity in the Philippines.

Since the majority of our parishioners from
the 9:30 am mass are Filipinos, we were given the
permission from our parish priest, Fr. Joseph Chan,
to allow us to celebrate the mass with the theme
“‘GIFTED TO GIVE” in light of the 500 years of
Christianity in the Philippines.

The mass was presided by Fr. Jay Flandez, SVD,
the spiritual director of the Chaplaincy of Filipino
Migrant Worker in HK, and was concelebrated by
Fr. Petrus Santoso, our assistant parish priest. We
Filipinos rejoiced over the hundredfold blessings
and graces of mission received by every baptized
Christian.

S 4

500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE PHILIPPINES

Sto. Nino, the baby Jesus in Cebu, Philippines,
is the best gift given from our Heavenly Father.
Our faith in Him dominates our life, culture, religion
and society, and we aspire to bring this faith and
blessings everywhere and share this gift of faith with
others. We believe that we are sent here in Hong
Kong not only to work but also to spread and
evangelize with greater hope. We gain confidence
through prayer and from our community. We are
grateful that we are still alive and are part of the
celebration this year. We Filipinos will continue to
proclaim this life-giving faith from our Lord to our
brothers and sisters in Hong Kong. May our works
and service in the church inspire others and be a
witness of Christ's compassion, mercy and love.

BHIEERBEBEIHS00EE Gifted to Give
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MINISTRY TEACHINGS AND COMMISSIONING/RENEWAL

In preparation for our renewal of commitment, we've
organized teachings for the different ministries during the
third quarter of the year.

On July 11, we started the teachings with Lectors and
invited Eloisa Damulo as the speaker and the Choir/ Music
Ministry group led by Edmund Damulo and Mark Tan as the
speaker.

On July 18, we invited Aise Manuel from the Church of
Annunciation as the speaker for the Altar Server training.

On July 25, we invited Sr. Cora Dimetillo, RGS to speak
for the Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion.

On 1 August, we invited Sr. Shinoby for the teachings
for our Collectors and Ushers.

On August 15, the Solemnity of the Assumption of Our
Blessed Mother we had the Commissioning and renewal of
commitment for all ministries.




HOLY HOUR

On the same day, at 3:00 pm, we spent Holy Hour to
honor Our Blessed Mother and to pray to her Son, Jesus
to bless our community, our family and others. Though the
attendees were only seven people, accompanied by Fr.
Joseph, during the Benediction, we felt the presence of
God as promised in Matthew 18:20, “Where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of
them.” We felt peace, joy and refreshed that day.

ALTAR SERVER REFRESHER

On Sept 12, an Altar Server refresher course was held
and shared by Jacky and Raz, followed by a Q & A with
Fr. Joseph. The course reviewed the service of an altar
server during mass; the do’s and don’ts of altar service,
and the expectations of the priest and the server. It was a
very informative afternoon that made our altar servers gain
confidence in doing their tasks during mass.
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ROSARY GATHERING

Oct 24, Rosary Gathering. The month of October
is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. The Legion of Mary in
our parish hosted this gathering every year to honor Our
Blessed Mother. During this gathering, we encourage
others to pray the Rosary during this Holy month and

beyond.

LEGION OF MARY PILGRIMAGE

During Oct 1, National Day, which was a statutory
holiday, our Legion of Mary 1 & 2 parishioners went for
a pilgrimage in Tai O, Lantau with other legionaries in
other parishes. They hiked up the mountain and saw the
beautiful view of Tai O while praying the Holy Rosary, had
lunch which was generously prepared by the parish priest
of the Mother of Perpetual Help Parish, and celebrated
the mass for pilgrims. It was a full day activity.

ADVENT RECOLLECTION

Nov 14, Advent Recollection conducted by

FIRSTCOMMUNION AND
STEC OFFICERS COMMISSIONING

Nov 21, Sunday School first communion and new STEC officers
commissioning.
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