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My Family & Vocation
REFRMNER

My name is Father
Petrus Santoso SCJ. | was
born on March 19, 1977. |
come from Indonesia. My
parents are Mr. Agustinus
Tukijo and Mrs. Florentina
Wakijem. | am the fifth in
a family with 7 children.
When | was little, | had a
happy life. | received God’s
call in 1986, while | was
praying the Rosary. After
that, | told my father and
Fr. Martinus Van Ooij SCJ,
and finally | entered Minor
Seminary in 1992.
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Experience during vocation journey BB IRIZAVEEES

Father Petrus Santoso SCJ
BREHMR

To become a priest it takes 13 years. It's a long
process. Of course, it takes commitment, loyalty,
persistence and courage. | faced a hard time when
my father died in 2001. At that time, | was sad. Then,
| talked to my mother and prayed together. And
finally, 1 continued my education process at Major
Seminary. As far as | know, | have never been confused
in carrying out my calling, because | firmly believe that
God has called me.
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Coming to HK. B E&E

One tough challenge, even today, is learning
Cantonese. Sometimes | feel inadequate and almost
give up. However, thanks to many good people
sent by God, | can keep studying and learning. |
reflected that God'’s help has always come in the task
of evangelization until now.
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Encounter with the Lord Ed3-1Hi&

From the day | was born, to becoming a Catholic
and to becoming a priest, | feel that God is good all
the time. That is why, | feel His presence in each of
my prayers everyday. Everyday | pray the rosary,
daily prayers, celebrate the Eucharist and read the
Scriptures. Even now | often write reflection and
share them via Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. |
promise God to continue to tell the story of His love to
everyone. My purpose is for everyone to experience
the wonderful love of God.
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Gifted to Give!

The Filipino Catholics will celebrate 500 years
of Christianity this year, 2021. In 1521, a Spanish
expedition headed by Ferdinand Magellan landed in
the Philippines. With the Friars on board they shared
the Catholic faith to the natives.

The theme of this 500 years celebration is “gifted
to give” taken from the gospel of Matthew chapter 10
verse 8; “Heal the sick, bring the dead back to life,
heal those who suffer from dreaded skin diseases,
and drive out demons. You have received without
paying, so give without being paid.” As we received
the faith we must share also the faith to others. Faith
is not to be kept but it must be shared. The Filipino
Migrants are the new missionaries. They are filling the
churches on Sundays thanking and asking the Lord
for strength to persevere in their journey as migrants.
But, at the same time they share their faith to others.
There are touching stories of Filipino Migrants, who
become an instrument, that their employer became
part of our Catholic faith. The Filipino Migrants are
called not only to work for their families but also to
work and labor for the vineyard of the Lord. Filipino
Migrants are sent to share their faith to all nations.

500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE PHILIPPINES

<

The logo was the painting of a national artist,
Fernando Amorsolo entitled; “The first baptism in the
Philippines.”

Figures in the logo are the Cross, a ship, the
Holy spirit, the sun, and the holy rosary and a Friar
bap-tising a native.

I would like to quote and use the explanation
from the CBCP (Catholic Bishops’ Conference in the
Philippines), the meaning of the symbols or figures
and colors in the logo.

“The cross signifies the Christian salvation while
the ship signifies the expedition which brought the
faith to the archipelago.

The hovering colour blue, meanwhile, shows
various symbolisms. Most notable among them is its
depiction of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove.

The background is the “Philippine Sun”, the sun
signifies new beginning, the Risen Christ, the hope of
our salvation.

Underneath, (the color red), is the fish which
symbolise Jesus, as the early Christians would
use it to indicate or introduce their selves to fellow
Christians. It is coloured red to signify the blood of the
martyrs “had been the seed of our Christian faith in
imitation of Christ.”

The blue beads (below the read color) also
depicts the holy rosary.

It is notable that the entire color scheme
resembles the Philippine flag, “for the Christian
faith is nev-er a threat to our Filipino culture nor
alienated its richness, because indeed Christian
values go be-yond and cross over any sort of cultural
diversities.”

In all of these, the images are place on a
“subtle and gentle had of God the Father” in a
bold ac-cented brown lines, “from whose uncreated
wisdom has planned that all these events will be
unfolded according to his will, giving us the whole
picture o what we are to celebrate now, the 500 years
of our Christianity.”

The Chaplaincy to Filipino Migrants, here in
Hongkong are organising activities to promote the
500 years celebration of Christianity. Because of the
pandemic we find ways to promote and cele-brate
our faith. We organise various talks through on-line.
This is to teach and inspire our Filipino catholics to be
passionate of their faith by giving their commitment
to the Church through service and apostolate. In the
gospel of Matthew 5:14-16, “You are the light for the
whole world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one
lights a lamp and put it under a bowl; instead he puts
it on the lamp stand, where it gives light for everyone
in the house. In the same way your light must shine
before people, so the they will see the good things
you do and praise your Father in heaven.” Our faith
must be shared, because true faith builds community.
It is the will of God that all may be one, and our faith
should not remain a devotional but should give life to
others by our charitable acts, by our apostolate.

Fours ago we started an apostolate called “Street
Evangelization”, our Chaplaincy volunteers will go to
the parks, streets, where there are Filipino Migrants
are gathering on Sundays and we share our faith by
a short catechesis, we pray the rosary together, and
during lent we pray the stations of the cross. This is
a small act of mission but this is important to show
our presence in the streets and parks. | was reminded
one of the visits in the streets, a Filipina told me, “You
know Father for 18 years here in the park, where
we gather during our day-off, this is my first time |
encounter Catholics visiting us.” Let us evangelise
people where they are. And, with God’s grace they
will be uprooted and be part of our community.
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Be a witness of your faith. We are called to be a
prophet, to give witness of our faith. As Bap-tised we
must be ready to stand and fight for the faith. But how
we stand for our faith if we do not know our faith? Our
faith is informed faith, meaning we have the duty to
study and learn our Cath-olic faith. Jesus said to his
disciples; “...learn from me, because | am gentle and
humble in spirit; and you will find rest...” (Mt. 11:29).
One way to celebrate the 500 years of Christianity is
by renew-ing our faith through on-line talks about our
Catholic faith.

Let us nourish our faith and build a community
of true believers who are willing to make sacrific-es in
building God’s Kingdom here on earth.

By Fr. Jay Flandez, SVD
Chaplain of Filipino Migrants in Hong Kong
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