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According to the Gospel stories of the Crucifixion of Jesus,
“darkness fell over the entire land, from noon until 3 0" clock”
(Mt 27:45, Mk 15:33, Lk 23:44-45). Why does the Gospel show that
the sky became dark? Christian scholars who have studied the Bible
have come up with different possible reasons. Some say that the
dark sky represents sadness. God sent His only Son to the world,
and the people of the world nailed Him to the holy cross. Therefore,
the entire world was covered with sadness. The entire universe
— the whole world with God created — is feeling deep sorrow
because the Messiah has been killed. Other scholars believe that
the dark sky represents anger. God" s light is a symbol of the joy
that a new day brings to the world. However, when Jesus was killed,
the joy temporarily was replaced by anger. This anger is directed
at the people who killed Jesus. There are many times in the Bible
where we see that God is unhappy with the way people act, and

perhaps the darkness of the world represents this anger.

My favorite explanation, however, is that the darkness actually
represents the power of God. Jesus once showed His power by
using very bright light (Transfiguration); and now, Jesus uses
darkness in the same way.

No matter how we define the meaning of the “darkness” ,
however, most important to remember is not the death and the
darkness, but the life and the light that come after. On Easter
morning, the sadness and anger darkness represents will leave, and
instead we will be surrounded by light and joy.

We talk about light and darkness because the last several
months have had a lot of darkness. Because of social issues, many
places that were very happy and joyful, have changed into places of
danger and insecurity. Because of sickness, many activities that we
all enjoyed doing have had to be cancelled or postponed. We have
had to cancel Mass, and even when we are allowed to celebrate
Mass, we can not sing and praise God like we used to. Even the
weather seems to be more sad and gloomy.

But the message of Easter is clear. Jesus came for all people as
the Savior of the World. He did not come to condemn the world,
but to fix the world. Jesus did not come to destroy the world,
but came to save all people. Jesus is on my side; Jesus’ primary
function is not to judge or to condemn; instead, Jesus lived on
earth so as to give us an example of how to live today. Christ is
the definitive word of salvation, a salvation attainable for us if we
accept the love of Christ and live according to the Gospel. Being like
us in “all things but sin” (Hebrews 4:15), Christ is a human, just
like us. Christ” s divinity, at the same time, is taught to us through
Christ’ s human actions on earth; but it is the forgiving nature of
Christ which we must never forget. A great mistake, | feel, would be
for us to simply think Christis onlya “good teacher” ora “smart
wisdom figure” . He is these things, certainly; but is so much
more---.Jesus is our Savior, and the Savior of all people.

| especially want to encourage everyone to remember, that
even in the dark times, even in the darkest days of our society,
Jesus is waiting for us and will always be there to help us. Do not be
discouraged. Do not be sad. The Light is coming!
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Prayer for Deliverance from the Epidemic
(Wuhan Coronavirus Infection)

O God, you are the source of all goodness. We come to
you to invoke your mercy. You have created the Universe
with harmony and beauty, yet through our pride we have
disrupted the course of Nature and brought about an
ecological crisis which affects our health and the well-being
of the human family. For this we ask for your forgiveness.

O God, look with pity on our plight, for we are in the midst
of a new viral epidemic. May we experience again your
fatherly care. Restore order and harmony to Nature and
re-create a new mind and heart in us that we may look after
our Earth like a faithful steward.

O God, we entrust to you all the sick and their families.
May you bring healing to their body, mind and spirit, enabling
them to partake of the Paschal Mystery of your Son. Help
all members of our society to play their proper roles, and
strengthen the spirit of solidarity among them. Sustain our
frontline medical and healthcare workers, social workers
and educators. Come especially to the aid of those in need
of resources to safeguard their health.

We believe that it is you who direct the course of human
history, and that your Love can change our destiny for the
better, whatever might be our human condition. Grant a
steadfast faith to all Christians, that even in the midst of
fears and chaos, they may carry out the mission you have
entrusted to them.

O God, bless our human family abundantly, and dispel
from us all evil. Deliver us from the epidemic that is afflicting
us, so that we may praise and thank you with renewed
hearts. For you are the Author of Life, and with your Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, in unity of the Holy Spirit, you live and
reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Imprimatur: Cardinal John Tong, Apostolic Administrator of
Hong Kong

30 January 2020
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An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,

| believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things, and | desire
to receive You into my soul.

Since | cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart.

| embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from
You.

Amen.
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