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Few months ago, | was
the representative of our
parish St. Thomas the Apostle
as a muse during the Sportfest
event 2019 for the Kapisanan
ng Migrante Manggagawang
Pilipino (KAMMPI). Two
months before the event, |
had a lot of time to practice so
that when the events come,
I’'m ready.

| was fully confident,
brave and strong similar to warriors, the image |
was portraying with “Sports Archery”.

When the event came and the results were
given | felt down, lost, lonely and a little bit
disappointed! For a moment I've closed my eyes
and said, “Lord, | already gave my best but I still
lost. The trophy was not really intended for me and
| felt so down.”

STEC

MEMBERS SHARING

Later as | contemplated | remembered the
verses in Jeremiah 29:11 “For | know the plans |
have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future”. After that, | smiled and say it again!
Thank you, Lord God!!! | may not the best as
individual but as a group we are the best. We won
the Over-All Champion! (Shared by: Roxaen Odias
— Elim Community)

lucky that some generous donors contributed

Every year we participate this Inter-Parish
Sportsfest Event for more than ten years. The
games and activities consist of Volleyball, Track
& Field, Tug of War, Fithess Dance and Cheering.
The participants usually bought their own costumes
from their own pocket. For this year, we are

\E

¥

to fully covered the cost. Special thanks to the
families of the following — Colina, Bernal, Papa,
Mueller, Vargas, Florence and Adhel (former choir
members), and Mrs. Chen Man Yi. May God repay
your generosity in a hundredfold. God bless!



The Christmas season is a time for peace and love.
Just as Christ brings peace into the world, we are to share
peace and love to others, especially the sick and the poor.

It was a first, both going to a psychiatric hospital
and joining the St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Youth for
a Christmas outreach. Prior to the activity, | could only
think of how sharing the warmth of the season excited
me. Being a youth who cannot speak the local language,
reaching out to locals was always a challenge but the
Christmas outreach showed me otherwise. Despite the
interactions being constrained to smiles and waves,
language barriers and differences in walks of life were
overlooked.

Being able to sing carols in front of unfamiliar faces
ignited peace in my heart because | saw it as a form of
sharing love, which is what the Christmas season is all
about and what is ultimately our calling as Christians—we
are called to love. The innocent smiles on the residents’
faces served as a reminder of how marvelously the Lord
works in our lives, He sends people our way to touch our
hearts and to make our spiritual journey more meaningful.
Grateful for the opportunity to serve others alongside the
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Youth.

Greetings for the U.S. | | believe the clinical staff are planning for surgery during
~ just arrived back into Houston the first week of February. Your ongoing prayers will
after visiting family in San certainly help me on this journey.

Antonio and Austin hence the
late response. It was a great
and special surprise to have
received the wonderful card
with the lovely messages as Thanks again for sending the card and the photos. |
well as the photos. | am very am sharing my experience of the St Thomas community
grateful for the loving support with my family and friends. They can see in my face and

Please share my love and gratitude to your family
and the St Thomas the Apostle community. | always felt a
welcoming spirit from all of you. It brought me much joy.

and solidarity of spirit. | see tone of voice of the happy and grace moments | had with
the wonder and awe of God's all of you. | pray we see each other again soon.
loving presence in all of you. Your brother in Christ,

We are all one family in the love of Jesus.

. ) . Fr Arturo
| am doing fine as | await more tests next week.

We, the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) of St. Thomas The
Apostle Catholic Church have received and completed our spiritual teachings and
practical preparation given by Father Peter Latouf, M.M. on six (6) teaching sessions
started from June to November 2018. We have fulfilled our role with spiritual
knowledge and reverence being these laypersons of STEC. We assumed the EMHC
roles as officially installed us by Father Peter on November 25, 2018.

First of all, the term “Eucharistic Minister” is not found in the Code of Canon
Law. The correct term is “Extra Ordinary Minister of the Holy Communion” which tell
us that such persons are not intended to be the routine ministers of the sacrament,
but instead is used to denote a lay person who assists the priest in administering the
sacraments of Holy Communion, the consecrated bread and wine. With the given
approval of our parish priest, we may also take the sacraments to those who areill, or
otherwise unable to attend Mass.

The most important gift of our ministry is not the work that we do, but the
example of reverence and worship that we offer to God and to the community.
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A / ' e 'i.\ Legion of Mary — Mother Most Pure Praesidium 19th
2000 Hail Mary Devotion January 2019 ) Anniversary Celebration. A simple yet meaningful
celebration dedicated to one of our dear sister.
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2019 22 B & & B A
The Time-table of the Holy Week
H #§ Date B Time & % = 13 Mass/Liturgy
Br+BE+RS BT

4A14R (BHER) 10:45AM (B H B R R S)

e EJ\BF EHBEE (@)
4518H (EjAm) 8:30PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
April 18 (HEREEE WHESRET—RE | BEEE (SHRD)

(after Mass until 11:30pm) | Adoration of the Holy Eucharist

BEAKIE ZEEF
478198 (EBH) 9:00AM Retreat
*EHETFKNE = = a3

: . THF=ERIE BEZHLSRRE
éprll .19 (Good Friday) 3:00PM Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Fasting on that day
e EJ\FFIE BEZHLASEE (KD
8:00PM Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (English)

47208 (EBN) B EJ\BFIE HEBEEEAR (FR)
April 20 (Holy Saturday) 8:00PM Easter Vigil
482180 (f&&£H) THMEFE REERR
April 21 (Easter Sunday) 4:00PM Children Baptism
48288 (#EZEEEH) TF+ZR# BHRER
April 28 (Sunday of Divine Mercy) 12:30PM Infant Baptism
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