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Christmas of the Poor People---Greetings from Rev. Jeanne

HARREEHHRLERTECE
BE, BEZTHENEER HEFHEERLETS
EHMRXKAMEE (F18: 37) . 2%, &
ERMRKATRETFRLNERETE TH
B, BRAMEE) , ffERtLRE: T
ZBftECH: RERBAANEE. | BR
fER ZEEMMR: TRET, BB7T1 (
#19: 22)

MHESEE, ASEKMERTHNE
Iz, MEAERLEHE. RHTEEIKANEE
EHEEAZE? (B 8: 20) ARTEEME
EIRAESEMMK? (3|\17: 27) mAB, HE
MAFEMABERNEEBRNRE? HE
BEEE, F2MMABECH, ME—EiFEXE

fﬂ’.ﬂ"i, E A S LB SHBHRRE (B 8
: 2-3) . BRAAKEE, BHREMEEZAE

%E’]ﬂilﬁ ‘-f‘ﬂ’,wuﬁ]_*iﬁ']ilﬁ%ﬁu Yo ?li’.
BEHRRER, RABRNBESHEEECH
AiERSFE—E.

MERREMMAEFTLS —EH, R
BrE, HRMETEREENE, HE—E
BEERMNEF. BRAZEINREFZ%E
SEMBBCHERIEEE, MEEAR
MEEEE, BITE? EAFIEAARERIL
HEMEAD, MTEEEFERENS
A, BENMBAZERZBEIARMPIR
%, HARBEGRMMEELSDIRAATL
2%@ﬂﬁ%%,ﬁ%ﬁé¢%ﬁﬁi%ﬂ

TEAERFHBH? FEEREEH
A, MEREBEMBBFEA, XRE—MLE
IEEBRERALRMERR, AIEMA
BRI AR FETM, mMEREM (T 2: 16
) o ERERRIRERTIREM, LEIEMEB/IZ
R, BERTHEE BRTHREER,
WIEZ TEREER,

Never did Jesus Christ pronounce that he was king
when he was preaching for His kingdom. However,
when he was on trial and tortured, he told Pilate
that he was King of the Jews (Jn 18:37). Later, some
Jews were angry of the notice, which was fixed
to the cross; for it ran: ‘Jesus the Nazarene, King
of the Jews' . So the Jewish chief priests said to
Pilate, ‘You should not write “King of the Jews” ,
but that the man said, “I am King of the Jews”
However, the arrogant governor just ignored them
and said, “What | have written, | have written.” (Jn
19:22)

Yes, Jesus Christ is the King, though we still have
many questions when we read the Gospels. Why
did the King of Jews have nowhere to lay his head?
(Mt 17:27) Why did he have no money to pay the
half-shekel? (Mt 17:27) How did Jesus and His Twelve
meet their daily expenses? In fact, there were a
group of women provided for them out of their own
resources, because they were helped and certain
women cured of evil spirits and aliments by Jesus.
(Lk 8:2-3) We can still be sure that Jesus chose a
humble life, and he believed that the life in poverty
was more meaningful for him. When he preached
and proclaimed the good news of the kingdom
of God, he never tried to make profit for a more
comfortable life.

The ways that Jesus Christ was born and that he led
his life in adulthood were so congruent: there was no
conflict between the two, but were continuous and
harmonious in a perfect manner. In fact, he spent his
whole life in Jerusalem in poverty. The King of Jews
was not born in the splendid palace in Jerusalem,
but in a shabby stable in Bethlehem. Why? It was
because the people in the village did not welcome
Joseph and Maria to their places, they refused to
receive them because they were poor. Joseph and
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Maria, of course, did not have servant to help them, and
we just could not imagine how long they spent to clear
up the stable, so that it will become a proper place for
the newborn baby to come to the world.

Who were the people who came and visited Jesus?
Not the celebrities or important persons, but the poor
and illiterate shepherds. There was a King Herod who
wanted to come to Bethlehem and visited the newborn
baby. Yet, his intention was not merely a visit, but a plot
to kill Him. (Mt 2:16) For the sake of security of Jesus, His
parents fled to Egypt and lived there in exile. They were
greatly challenged in order to protect this Holy Family.

In Hong Kong, nevertheless, Christmas is not
remembered for the sake of Jesus but turned into
mere business opportunities. Every shop will be
well decorated, lots of adverts put up to encourage
consumption, and these pleasure-seeking activities are
promoted: excursions in Christmas holiday, expensive
gifts presented to friends, feasts in luxury hotels or
restaurant, or having parties at home with a “paid
Santa Claus” ---

Do these activities match with the spirit of our Gospels?
Jesus had been leading a humble and plain life, from
cradle to grave. The people He enjoyed accompanying
were those from the lowest class of the society. Hence,
the Church suggested us to make Christmas a festival
of the poor, the sick, the deprived, and of those who are
socially excluded, for our Lord love them.

During Christmas, let us knock at the door of the
elderlies who live in the neighborhood and send them
regards. We can visit our relatives who are sick, or the
friends who are ill and stay in the hospital. We can also
accompany our elderly parents who you might have not
met for more than one year, share some time with them,
talk to them, so that they will not feel lonely. Perhaps,
we can give a ‘red packet” to the cleaners and
security guards of your block, for their contribution has
not been recognized anyway. Let us pay more attention
to the weak, to the people who are “insignificant” , to
the “small potatoes” . When we ourselves are dwelling
cosily in this materialistic and hedonistic world, we will
forget them easily.

Jesus Christ is waiting for us to care and concern the
weak and the poor, and that is why He will say to us,

“Come, you whom my Father has blessed, take as
your heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the
foundation of the world.” (Mt 25:34)

Happy Christmas to you all!
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God” - the well-known line of
St. Thomas” is my personal
favorite, the line that | always say as my prayer

during the consecration whenever | attend mass.

Being part of the Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy Pilgrimage volunteer team in our parish
was a rare experience. It was an experience that
you cannot attain every month or every year,
and thus my husband Edmund and | feel so
blessed and happy that we spared some of our
time to serve assisting the pilgrims from various
communities. It is a great privilege to constantly
serve our church and on our part, we had the
chance to learn a lot about our second home
including its structure, images and the symbolism
4
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behind everything. My personal
favorite is the 160year-old
Tabernacle located at the
underground chapel of the Church, | was amazed
by its history and learned the reason why a single
fish is engraved in front of our Church doors!

With the theme from the Gospel of St. Luke
6:36 “Be merciful just as your Father is merciful”
- the Holy Doors from all the chosen beautiful
churches will all be closing this November as the
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy is coming to
an end. | am praying that through my personal
experience | will be able to be more forgiving, slow
in judgment and love others without expecting to
be loved in return.

Gina & Edmund
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Merry Christmas!

 From the Choir Ministry

In the classic book A Christmas Carol, Ebenezer
Scrooge is a man that cares for no one. No one cares
for him. He keeps as much money as he can. Spends as
little as he can. There’s not a kind word you can find for
him...even if you try!

But how? On Christmas Morning itself, does he wake
up and transform himself into a benevolent, loving
and generous person. A man that gives his life to
helping others, donating to the poor, supporting his
sole employee’s invalid son, and asking his nephew for
forgiveness.

Why? Itis all a realisation...

On the night of Christmas Eve, the spirit of his late
business partner, along with the spirits of his past,
present and future all visit him, showing him how his life
comes to be, as well as the dreary future that awaits.

With this terrifying sight, Ebenezer is moved. His
miserable life comes about his focus being solely about

money, and nothing else. On Christmas Day wasting no
time, he changes his focus to caring about people, and
starts using money for good it can do.

The radical shift in his way of living, all stemmed from
the new purpose he makes his life to be.

Now | don’'t know when my past, present and future
spirits will ever visit me, and that doesn’t matter.
Because Now is all we have to work with, and most
importantly we can be assured. God is always there to
guide us, no matter the time of day...

So let’s not wait, Christmas is nearing! In the midst of
all this coming celebration and joy. Let’s step back and
think, how can we make this Christmas a purposeful
one? Whose Purpose are you putting first?

God Bless,
Brad Dias
English Youth Group



everyone’s heart and fill every desire for love, joy and peace.

May the true meaning of the holiday season fill your heart and
home with good health and many blessings.

Once in every year we are given a chance to :: Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!
spread joy and cheer. We hope we can learn to

do this all year round!

May the good times and treasures of the present Reader/Lectors Ministry

become the golden memories of tomorrow. Marilyn (Head),Janine (Asst. Head), Camille, Milyn, Rachelle,
Michelle, Angelica, Christian, Eloisa, Eunice, Elizabeth, Diza,

i |
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2017! Lol Ehelle, Gl (et et

Collectors Ministry

Jhoan (Head), Jacky (Asst. Head), Harlem. Ma.
Vicky M., Vicky SP, Nora, Marina

In this coming Chr , may everyone feel
: e 1 God's presence and experience the wonder
T 3 R 5 of his Love. Let us keep our faith and hope in

B = E Him as with God, everything is possible. Let
, Us cleanse our hearts and be free from sins
¥ » and together celebrate the good news that
(2, R " our saviour was born.

(]

. .
“The best of all gifts around any Christmas tree is the

presence of a happy family all wrapped up in each Eucharistic Ministry
other....”

Have a joyous Christmas and Blessed New
Year!

be this game or
It was another typical day, school day. | opened the huge this model car

glass doors leading out of the lobby and into the hustle |'ve fancied, but
and bustle of the morning commute, when a cold waft of never anything
crisp air brought a whiff of sweetness and that familiar too lavish. We
joyful feeling. Besides 24 Oras’ nightly reminders that do assemble a
in “36 days Pasko Na!” This was an unmistakable sigh  Christmas tree
that the Christmas season is just around the corner, and and decorate
Christmas vibe filled me and reassured me that I'd get it with colorful
through the day. balls, vibrantly
| wouldn’t call our celebration of Christmas traditional. hued ribbons, and sweet smelling pinecones. Being
Typically, we visit our relatives in the Philippines ahead of @ Catholic family, we always have this small but
time and my mom, dad and | travel abroad on Christmas ~Peautifully crafted manger under the tree to remind
Day. But Christmas would never be complete without US the reason for this season-the birth of our Lord
attending the Midnight Mass, partaking in our simple yet Jesus Christ.

festive Christmas dinner and the obligatory Christmas And to close, | would like to wish all the readers a
Eve movie night accompanied by a sumptuous dessert. Joyful and Blessed Christmas Season, and a Fruitful
New Year filled with God’s grace.

We don’t wrap our Christmas gifts and stack them
under a Christmas tree either. Actually, we don't buy By Marcus Papa

a lot of presents for each other. Sometimes there may Acolytes Ministry

10




Catechism In-House Pilgrimage

Catechism Class Rosary Rally Oct 2016

STEC In-House Pilgrimage
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Christmas Vigil Mass (English) | December 24 (Saturday) 9:00pm
B E R A 12H25H(£81H) BT HEEREEHE
Christmas Masses December 25 (Sunday) According to the Sunday Masses
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New Year Eve Mass (English) | December 31 (Saturday) 9:00pm
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Sunday Masses or New Year
Masses

January 1, 2017 (Sunday)

According to the Sunday Masses

(Destination: Sai Kung Outdoor
Recreation Centre)
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Church Picnic January 2,2017 (Monday) | 10:00am
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