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Interview with Rev. Peter Latouf

Rev. Peter Latouf of the U.S. Maryknoll, who just got
ordinated in May this year, and was assigned to Hong Kong
in August, has started serving our church since September.
Hong Kong is the first place he served since his ordination.
Before joining the monastery, he had been to Hebei, China
as an exchange student in college, and had considered to
visit China again. Peter Latouf took Psychology in college,
realising that he got the talent in communicating with people,
he had once aimed to be a teacher. Born in a faithful Catholic
family, he also thinks that the church is very important to him.
“I want to use this gift for the church”

Rev. Latouf likes challenging jobs, enjoys learning
different languages and cultures, and decided to join the
Maryknoll Missionary. “Even when | was younger, | felt it was
my calling that God has chosen me for this job. | mentioned it
to my family. After finishing college, | decided to study to be a
priest. When | talked to my parents, they were not surprised
at all. | am very thankful to my mum and dad, they always
support me.”

During the 7 years of monastic life, Peter Latouf has
been assigned to serve around the world, including 2 years
in Taiwan, thus, he can speak fluent Mandarin. Reading
Chinese is not difficult for him, but he pointed out that learning
Cantonese is relatively difficult. Feeling enthusiastic in
Chinese culture, he selected Hong Kong to be the first place
to serve since his ordination. Being assigned to St. Thomas
the Apostle Church, coincidentally, Rev. Issac Noh who has
already been working in the church, was his dormmate in
the Maryknoll House of Stanley. This made it easier for Rev.
Latouf to get used to the new job.

Rev. Latouf is now mainly focusing on working with
the English community of the church. He is paying an effort
in studying Cantonese, hoping that it may help him serve
the Chinese community as well. “The community, staff and
priests are pretty young. | find it easy to relate and speak with
them. The people know | am studying Cantonese, and they
always try to help me with my pronunciation. | find that it is not
only me trying to help the community here, but they are also
helping me. So it is giving and receiving.”
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Christmas is the perfect time to celebrate the
love of God and family, and to create memories
that will last forever. Jesus is God's perfect and
| indescribable gift to all of us. The amazing thing
is that we receive this gift and share it with others.
Have a fantastic holiday season!

from the Collectors and Ushers

Spread LOVE and PEACE to mankind -
the supreme message of Christmas!

from the Acolytes

- Christmas is LOVE. The true meaning
of Christmas is the celebration of this
incredible act of love. John 3:16-17 says,
"For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have
. eternal life. For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him."

Christmas is a time for joy; for peace and
kindness; for giving and sharing and for
A reuniting with families and friends near
and far. But most importantly, Christmas is

May o days be merry and bright with
the light of God’s love. Merry Christmas!

from the Choir

This year has been an exciting one for the St
Thomas youth. With the students who have been
working so hard for their final examinations of high
school, a handful of us have moved on to the next
chapter of our lives in college! It's amazing to look
back at how many years we have been together
sitting in the same church Sunday after Sunday
and eventually watching one another grow.

So far, we've had hiking trips just around the
corner, Bible studies, dim sum days, pizza and
even Korean chicken with Father Noh! It's been
a blast and hopefully there will be so many more
changes for us to grow together in God's love and
learn to care for one another as one community!

This Christmas we can use this time to really
learn to love and to care for one another in our
community and in our families by getting to know
about each others highs and lows and simply
praying for one another together. We really hope
to unite all our youths together and we all wish you
the Merriest Christmas! :)

by Eloisa Damulo (Youth Group, Readers,
Catechist)

a time to give love and to celebrate God’s
love. Give love on Christmas Day! Happy
Holidays to all!

by Jude and Nancy Mamoyac (EM)

May GOD's

+

S iad
e down
upon you and your families this holiday
season.

blessing; shin

A Blessed Christmas to all!

from the Elim

The wonderful festival of Christmas
is here again bringing lots of happy
moments and good wishes from our
family and friends. May the glorious
message of peace, joy and love fill you
during this wonderful season. Merry
Christmas!

D g, -n"‘. ;

= o

Let this be a time of remembrance of
gratitude and forgiveness to honour
the birth of our Lord, our King and our
Saviour. Have a Merry Christmas to all!

from the Readers

from the Legion of Mary



2000 HAIL MARY

DEVOTION

Reflections from Devotees

“As a soldier of Mother Mary or called Legion of Mary,
a Rosary or praying the Hail Mary is our sword in the
battle against evil. Through this 2000 Hail Mary, my
devotion to our Lady was deepened. A long hour of
labor, sacrifice, and offering of my time praying the
Hail Mary with community members is a heartfelt
experience.”

by Melinda (Legion of Mary)

“Some of my petitions during 2000 Hail Mary prayer
were granted though not all but | see some miracles.
For myself, praying the twenty mysteries in a day is no
longer a challenge. What moved me in this devotion
is that all can take part and united in praying the Hail
Mary, have our own share of offering our precious
time praying for everyone, praying for all the souls in
purgatory, praying for all sinners including those in
our home and within our family. | hope and pray that
everyone will join and embrace this devotion and will
experience some miracles in their life.”

by Gina Damulo (Catechist, EM)

10

“‘Ilsang malaking biyaya mula sa Panginoon ng tawagin
niya ako at binigyan ng pagkakataon na tumugon
bilang isang membro ng Legion of Mary na siyang
nagturo sa akin sa pagdarasal ng Rosaryo at naging
pundasyon ko sa paglilingkod ko sa ating Panginoon.
Mas tumatag pa ang aking pananampalataya ng
ganapin sa ating simbahan ang 2000 Hail Mary
Devotion noong July 30 and September 25, 2017, kung
saan nagsilbi ito ng inspirasyon sa buhay ko. Dalangin
ko sa Mahal na Birhen Maria na sanay punuin niya ang
puso ko ng maraming grasya upang maibahagi ko ito
sa kapwa at sa pamilya ko.”

l by Cecille Isla (Legion of Mary)
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Christmas Vigil Mass (English) December 24 (Sunday) |9:00pm

B0 S B A A 12H258 (E81—) REEARS AR
Christmas Masses December 25 (Monday) |According to the Sunday Masses
BERE X BIRAR A (B RE%) 12H30H (E2#i77) R L ERFIE

Infant Baptism December 30 (Saturday) | 7:00pm
REZBER Y B BRIHERR (P) |12A318 (EHH) e L CRFIE

New Year Eve-Mass (English) December 31 (Sunday) |[9:00pm
20 ERERER
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