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Rejoice Heaven and Earth! Rejoice, for Christ is Risen!
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The Lord is Risen! Let us rejoice! He brings new
life and new hope to each one of us and to the whole
world, let us give thanks.

When | think about Easter beautiful and happy
memories of my childhood come to my mind.
In Europe, as you know, the Easter celebration
coincides with the starting of the spring season, so
all the nature around will go through a great change.
New life will spring up again everywhere, trees in
budding, flowers in blossom. The sun will become
warmer and the children can go out to play again.
Parents will buy new dresses, shoes for their children
to go for Mass that day. They will make particular
cakes to celebrate. Everything of this day, at that
time, seemed to me so beautiful, so amazing, full
of new life and joy. Easter was a day to wait for with
eager expectation.

Today, after so many years, in Hong Kong,
as a missionary what is Easter for me, how do
| experience it? It is the day, of surprise, and
happiness; it is the day when Jesus of Nazareth,
who was mocked, beaten, and crucified has been
raised from death. He has conquered sin and death
and made new life and hope spring up again for
all of us. At Easter we celebrate the victory of joy
over sadness; the triumph of grace over sin. With
Jesus’ death and resurrection a new creation has
started: “if one is in Jesus he/she is a new creature”
(2Cor.5:17); all those who call on the name of Jesus
will experience salvation; will be transformed by the
power of His love; will be reborn by water and the
Holy Spirit.

My dear brothers and sisters, today, as it was
two thousand years ago, the power of Jesus, the
risen Lord, continues to touch and transform the
lives of many people, calling them to come out
from the darkness of unbelief to the light of faith, to
experience the redeeming power of His resurrection
that brings fullness of life, new hope, true joy. Every
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time | meet the catechumens before the baptism and
listen to their faith experiences, | am deeply touched
by what the grace of God is able to accomplish in
their lives.

This year, as we celebrate this great event of our
faith, let us not be afraid to allow our hearts, our lives
to be touched by the love and grace of the Risen
Christ; he wants to renew us, transform us, empower
us with His Spirit and entrust us with a mission, as
he did with the Twelve: to witness, to tell to the world
of today that He is alive and present in our midst,
bringing new hope, new courage, peace and joy to
all those who accept Him as their Saviour and Lord.

May the good news of Jesus’ resurrection fill
your hearts with joy! May the peace of the risen Lord
be with your families. Happy Easter!
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Rev. Issac Noh ---- Walking together with the Lord
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There are two missionaries from the Korean Missionary Society
appointed by the Hong Kong Diocese to serve for the parish. Rev.
Issac Noh is one of them. We are so thankful that Rev. Noh graciously
accepts the invitation to share some information about himself.

Parishioners treat me like family member

Rev. Noh has started his ministry at Church of St. Thomas the
Apostle since December 2016. Rev. Noh is impressed with the
tremendous warmth here because parishioners treat him like family
member.

Introvert and quiet

Rev. Noh is pleasant and approachable to parishioners, but he
was introvert and quiet when he was in high school . He was reluctant
to make friends with others because they were materialistic people
who were greed for money. So he’d rather stay at home. People
thought that he was very special. Although Rev. Noh was infant
baptised and grew up in Catholic family, he was still influenced by the
materialistic society. He started to think ,“ Why do people want to be a
priest even though they do not have much money in return?”

Change

Rev. Noh's change was filled with surprising twists and turns.
The first turning point was Rev. Noh'’s brother who encouraged him to
join the community life of the parish and spend more time in church
activities. The second turning point was a special incident which
changed the attitude of Rev. Noh towards people.

Rev. Noh had to solve the university problem in one place and
need to attend the parish camping activity in another place at the
same time. Two places were far away. If he had a mobile phone, the
problem would be easily solved. But mobile phone was very expensive
at that time.Who would lend him the luxurious mobile phone ?

Surprisingly, a parishioner lent him the mobile phone and Rev.
Noh solved the problem. The special incident had a great impact
on Rev. Noh and he started to trust people and experience good
friendship and encouragement.

Walking together

The generous parishioner talked to Rev. Noh ,“There are a lot
ways to reach the terminal , ways are different but the terminal is the
same.” Later Rev. Noh realized that he wanted to be a missionary and
decided to go to places where priests are not enough to proclaim the
Word of the Lord. Rev.Noh'’s mission : Walking with the Lord , finding
more people to grow together and setting off for the same terminal .

Serving in Hong Kong

After Rev. Noh had studied Oversea Training Programme for a
year at the Korean Missionary Society, he had to choose a place to
go out of three choices. When he asked the advice from the others,
everyone didn’'t have much response except one fellow. Rev.Noh
could see a glow of excitement come over him when he said “ Hong
Kong” . Rev. Noh was curious and finally he came to Hong Kong
in October 2014. He learned Chinese for two years in the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. Rev. Isaac Noh is appointed Assistant Parish
Priest in St. Thomas the Apostle Parish when he graduated.

“Why do people want to be a priest even though they do not
have much money in return?” The one who asked the question now
becomes the priest, walking together with the Lord.
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Sharing on Last Christmas Caroling

Back in December, a group of people from St.
Thomas went caroling at Kwai Chung Hospital.
This was my first time joining this activity so it was
definitely something new to me. Initially, | did not
expect much from this and | simply thought it was
just singing a few Christmas songs to a group of
patients.

However, the whole experience was much
more rewarding than what | thought it to be. Since
the hospital is a psychiatric ward, a lot of patients
require a lot of care and attention. And, being able
to go there to carol for them, it was something that
brought them a lot of joy. Whenever we sang for
them, they would gather around us to clap and

sing along to the songs. For me, it was clear that
everybody - the patients, the staff and the caroling
group - was having a great time as we all had
smiles on our faces. | found it very heartwarming
to see the patients enjoying what we were doing
for them. Once we were done singing, the patients
and staff thanked us for giving them time to do this
activity. Even though we only spent a few hours,
they were all really grateful for what we had done
for them.

Looking back, | think this whole caroling
experience embodies the true meaning of
Christmas, which is to give happiness to other
people by doing good deeds and not being
materialistic. And, if we were to have this activity
again next year, | will for sure sign up and join
again.

By Camille Vargas

Member of the English Youth Group and Readers
Ministry
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Lenten Sharing

It's the time again where our saviour calls a
nationwide invitation to all of us. The Lenten season
has been made known to us, overflowing graces
awaits those who are to follow Jesus despite all the
obstacles in life that move the heart of our Father.

During this Lenten season where obedience is
necessary for the journey, may the Holy Spirit lead
us on a journey of conversion for us to be purified
from our sins that blind us from serving Christ through
serving our brothers and sisters who are in need.

Jesus’ message to each of us is "to be hopeful".
He does not want his people to simply recite the role of
being hopeful. To believe in the resurrection does not

mean we embrace fleeting ideologies. It means that we
fall in love again with God's envoy, the risen Christ and
remain in an intimate relationship with Him.

Throughout this season, Jesus taught us that
"death has been overcome by the victory of Christ”.
Choosing to follow Jesus, we receive "a new birth into
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead". As we pray to our Almighty Father "stay
with us Lord as we journey to the Jerusalem where you
are the way, the truth and the life." Amen.

by Jhie Padigos
Choir Ministry

Monthly Bible Study with Fr. Isaac -
Every 2nd Sunday
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The Time-table of the Holy Week

H#j Date B Time #&{%E18 Mass/Liturgy
R EJ\Bs EmmE GERD
8:30PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper

DR
4R138 (B|Em) NERWER L +—RE (SR

April 13 (Holy Thursd %
prili13i{Hol yllh et afﬁiﬁﬁM{is Adoration of the Holy Eucharist
until 11:00PM (Hall)
(=l =04
48148 (RiBE) T Ri'“_—“ﬁﬁ
2 B FESF A /N B 9.0(_)_AM et‘rggt X4
April 14 (Good Friday) FEsh e L
p P y 3:00PM Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
TRy B L\ E HEFRROEE (E
8:00PM Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (English)
48158 (B&7) R EJ\BFIE HEBEEEERS (FEH)
April 15 (Holy Saturday) 8:00PM Easter Vigil
48168 (EiFE£AR) THMmEFE REH%
April 16 (Easter Sunday) 4:00PM Children Baptism
48238 (EE#A%_-ER) o i S BREE
April 23 (2nd Sunday of Easter) 12:30PM Infant Baptism
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