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Why is our Parish Feast so important to me and to you ?

The annual Parish Feast celebration
is a day we all look forward to with en-
thusiasm and joy. It is an opportunity
for parishioners to gather as a family
to celebrate the Risen Lord’s presence
amongst us. It is a time when we can
also share the love, the joy and the
peace we have ourselves experienced.

The Feast offers us an occasion to
give thanks to Our Lord for all that He
has done for us. We celebrate the Feast
Day of St Thomas the Apostle as he is
our patron saint and from whom we
have so much to learn.

St Thomas the Apostle, after seeing
for himself the Risen Lord and upon
invitation by the Lord to touch His holy
wounds, immediately believed and ac-
cepted Christ as his Lord and his God.
This deep personal encounter with the

Risen Lord rendered a complete
change to his life.
with a strengthened faith, St

Thomas the Apostle was ready to bear
life witness to the passion, the death
and the resurrection of Christ, not only
in Israel, but as far as India in Asia,
where he preached the gospel and
where he finally surrendered his life as
a martyr for the gospel faith.

What then can we learn from our
Patron Saint?

Each of us may, in our own life
journey, experience occasions when
we find our faith weakened, or our
trust in the Lord diminished. These are
usually times when we encounter life

Sister Tereso Pak

challenges and worries which will make
us feel that God is very distant from us.

If we should confront similar situa-
tions in future, let us follow the ex-
ample of St Thomas the Apostle by
coming closer to Christ and having a
deep personal encounter with Him.
Christ will bring peace to our heart
when He says “Peace be with you! ”. He
will light our way by telling us “I am the
light of the world.” He will encourage
us by saying “Do not be afraid. | am
with you.”

The Lord is always willing to come
to our help if only we are ready to take
steps to rediscover the meaning of our
faith and the grace we have received in
baptism or the grace of being a part of
Christ’s Body, the Church.

The Hong Kong Diocese has an-
nounced this year as the “ Year of
Learning ”. Let us take advantage of
the different learning opportunities
provided by the Diocese and the
respective parishes so that we can
deepen our knowledge of the Catholic
doctrine, be more familiar with the
Holy Word and have a deeper under-
standing of the meaning of the liturgi-
cal services.

Dear friends, may we, like St
Thomas the Apostle, after having met
with the Risen Lord, reach out to our
fellow brothers and sisters and share
with them our faith and the love of God
we have experienced. They are waiting
for this Good News from us.
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Pope Francis Quotes

N ) L

Pay attention, my young friends: to go against the
current; this is good for the heart, but we need courage to
swim against the tide. Jesus gives us this courage!

.. do not be afraid of failure, do not be afraid of falling.
In the art of walking it is not falling that matters, but not
“staying fallen”. Get up quickly, immediately, and
continue to go on.

... let us ... preach the Gospel with our example and then
with words! However, it is in our life that others must
first be able to read the Gospel!

.. please do not drink a diluted form of faith. Faith is
whole and entire, not something that you water down. It
is faith in Jesus. It is faith in the Son of God made man,
who loved me and who died for me.

.. it would be good for us to ask ourselves as well: Am
I really my brother’s keeper? Yes, you are your brother’s
keeper? To be human means to care for one another.

.. God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who
tire of seeking his mercy. (EGno. 3)

Faith 1s no refuge for the fainthearted, but something
which enhances our lives.

With Jesus our life becomes full. With him everything
makes sense. (EG no. 266)

Beware of the temptation of jealousy! We are all in the
same boat and headed to the same port! Let us ask for the
grace to rejoice in the gifts of each, which belong to all.
(EG no.99)
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SAINT THOMAS ENGLISH COMMUNITY

English Catechism Class Updates

The St. Thomas English Catechism
started out as a very small group that involved
a total of 10 people, including students and
teachers. At this stage, we have a large
number of students from the increasing
number of children that are a part of our Eng-
lish Community in St. Thomas’ the Apostle’s
Church from The Philippines, Singapore,
Italy, France, and of course, Hong Kong.

These Catechism classes have been able
to continually enrich children to learn more
about their faith from voluntary teachers that
covers a wide scope from basic lessons, first

attended a Lenten recollection conducted by =
our guest speaker, Sr. Maricris Llasos, direc-
tress of St Claire's primary school.

At the start of the activity, the youth
participants had their Confessions, watched
a movie about the life of St. Josemaria
Escriva, and then were engaged in the talk &

Confession, Communion and Confirmation.
And as of now, there are exciting events that
will be coming up in the month of June from
our students!

June 8§ — Confirmation
June 22 - First Communion

We would like to ask our community
members to support our Catechism team
through enrolling your children into our
classes and perhaps speak to one of us teach-
ers if you are interested in teaching the chil-
dren as well!

conducted by Sr. Maricris that was focused § -

on the topic of paradise and forgiveness. y
As we have achieved a successful Annual
Youth Lenten Recollection as one of our
yearly major activities, indeed it was a very
fruitful afternoon for the youth members.
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These young children received their first Holy Communion
on the 22nd of June (Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ).

(back left to right) Raynor Julian Aranjo, Ethan Juin Hao
Yap, Emmanuel Manalo

(front left to right) Giulia Cattaneo, Catherine Mary Casino

=~

Candidates who received the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion on Pentecost Sunday, 8 June.

(back left to right) Mayelle Bernal, Arianne Chloe
Velasques

(front left to right) Jericho Principe, Bevan Kyle Dias,
Marc Gabriel Mejia, Matthew de Leon

Mothers Day and Apr-May Birthday Celebration
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