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STEC

MEMBERS

First Communion and

Confirmation 2013
Shared by the Legion of Mary

Confirmation is the conclusion of
the first part of Catholic Christian
Initiation — Baptism, First Confession,
First Communion and Confirmation.
After series of Catechism class that
started from the age of five for First
Confession level for 2 years, another |
year for First Communion and a year
for pre-Confirmation and a final year
catechism for Confirmation, finally on
May 19, during Pentecost Sunday, cight
young candidates (3 boys Arnel,
Caedon, Kumi and 5 girls - Diza, Seth,
Tia, Lauren, Rhea) happily received the
Sacrament. The mass was concel-
ebrated by Fr. Paul Kkam and Fr. Peter
Barry wherein Fr. Barry delivered his
homily focused on the birthday of the
church (Pentecost) Acts 2:1-11 and the
gifts of the Spirit that transforms the

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH

PARISH NEWSLETTER

SAINT THOMAS ENGLISH COMMUNITY
T i

disciples of Jesus from fearful
men to courageous preachers of
the Good News. He later on
related the gospel of John 20:22
“Jesus breathed on them and
said: Receive the Holy Spirit”
and later gave a special message
to the candidates. After mass,
there was a short gathering in
BEm. 407 wherein certificates
were given to the candidates by
Fr. Barry and 5r. Teresa. 1t was a
fulfilling Sunday for all of us
candidates, parents, teachers and
sponsors. The teachers — Elna,
Maricon, delivered a special message to the candidates.

Furthermore, on the 2nd of June, five First Holy communi-
cants have received the Sacrament of Communion — namely
Ryan, Camille, Daryl, Hannah, and Richelle. The mass fell on the
event of the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ and was
concelebrated by Fr. Don and Fr. Francis. A party for the candi-
dates was then held afier the mass on the 3rd floor.
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.‘1 A% all of you have noticed, Fr
- Alfredo ‘Donden’  Rollon  has
" been presiding the masses twice
every month in our parish and we
gladly welcome him ino our
community. The team ook the
tirmey b0 b3arn more aboul mm o
I share with the rest of the parish-
e . oners and here are some facls
(and fun facts) about our very
e own Fr. Dondaon,

7 Fr. Dondon is curranily the
R Chaplain of Filiping Migrants and
the MNational Director of the
Apostleship of Praver Hong
Kong. He was boen in Allonso Cavite, the Philippines and
was educated and had graduated with flying colours in
Pansin Elernantary School, Luksuhin National HighSchood,
Christ the King Mission Seminary Quazon City majoring in
Phitosophy, Divineg Word Seminany Tagaylay City majoring
in Thealogy and Haly Spirit Saminary College of Philosophy

“Tell the person sitting on

your left and right that God loves you”

contributed by Eloisa Damulo

Fr. Dondan, a food lover "can eat anything with four
legs except the table”, although he prefers 10 cook his cwn
food. His favourta meantor is Mr. Bean, his favourite author is
Jack Higgins and especially, the Bible and his all-time
favourite mowvie, which he recommends us 1o watch is
Faorrest Gump.

Fr. plans to continua his work with the Migrants and
offer his sarvice 1o the Hong Kong Diocesa, ha has hopad
that ha could also study Turther into tha Bible and Missiol-
ogy. Ha addresses to the parnshioners of St Thomas the
Apostie’s Church - “Don't mess up your Spiritual life. Pray,
go o Mass, listen o the priest, don't chew gum during
Masgs, turn off your mobile phones, pray once you anter the
Church, follow Jesus, be honest, and be humble ” He also
advises ws - “Lova wour community, follow vour priests and
follow your leaders. Do not lorget 1o say sorry and thank
vou. Pray for one another and especially pray fo St
Thomas, b is your main guy.”

We axpress wholehearted gratitude to our fun-loving Fr.
Dondon for being a blessing to our community.

and Thaology (Hong Kong).

)

Year of Faith

Shared by Judy and Nancy Mamoyac

The Year of Faith logo is a boat
which looks like it's sailing on a less
than tranquil sea. The sails are the signs
which make up the trigram of Christ
(IHS) and the strong mast is in the
shape of a cross, A large sun in the back-
ground represents the Eucharist. The
boat seems to be sailing forth with cour-
age and hope which is exactly the
approach we need when embarking on
the Year of Faith. In his letter announc-
ing a special year of rediscovering “the
journey of faith’ Pope Benedict talks of
how the door of faith is always open to
us “ushering us into the life of commu-
nion with God and offering entry into
his Church” He explains how it s
possible to cross that threshold when
God'’s word is proclaimed and the heart

allows itself to be shaped by the grace
that has the power to transform our
lives. The Pope writes: "To enter
through that door is to set out on a
journey that lasts a lfetime”

Wkt (s faith?

The apostle Paul wrote; "Faith is
the assured expectation of things hoped
for, the evident demonstration of reali-
ties though not beheld” (Hebrews 11:1)
Owr faith makes us sure that everything
God promises in his Word is as good as
done. It is as though we possessed a
deed proving that we own certain prop-
erty, Faith ix also "the evident demon-
stration,” or evidence for conviction,
regarding unseen things, Our mental
perception and heart appreciation
convince us that such things are real,
although we have not geen them.

To many, “faith” simply means
having a religious belief or following a
form of worship. As used in the Bible,
however, “faith™ basically means total
trust, complete, unshakable confidence
in God and his promises. It is a quality
that marks a disciple of Jesus

Why a Year of Faith?

Pope Benedict XV has called for
this special year as an invitation to a "an
authentic and renewed conversion (o
the Lord, the one Saviour of the world”.
He hopes it will inspire in all believers,
“the aspiration to profess the faith in
fullness amd with renewed conviction,

with confidence and hope. It will also be
a pood opportunity to intensify the
celebration of the faith in the liurgy,
especially in the Eucharist, which is “the
summit towards which the activity of
the Church is directed... and also the
source from which all of its power
flows? At the same time, we make it our
prayer that believers’ witness of life may
grow In credibility, To rediscover the
content of the faith that is professed,
celebrated, lived and prayed. and to
reflect on the act of faith, is a task that
every believer must make his own,
especially in the course of this Year™
Although there will be many
public celebrations and common
confessions of faith, the specific aim of
this year is that every Christian may
rediscover “the journey of faith 8o as to
shied ever clearer on the joy and
renewed enthusiasm of the encounter
with Christ”
Wihern does the Year of the faith begin
farmd end)?

The Year of Faith begins on Octo-
ber 11, 2012 and will end on November
24, 2013, the Solemnity of Christ the
King. The Pope has chosen October 11,
2012 as the opening date because on
this day two important anniversaries
occur: the 50th anniversary of the open-
ing of The Second Vatican Council and
the 20th anniversary of the promulga-
tion af the Catechism of the Catholle
Church.



