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“| bring you good news of great joy for all
the people: today a Savior has been born for
you. This will be a sign to you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in a
manger’ Lk: 2:12 this verse comes from an
angel to the shepherds after announcing them
that a Savior has been born in Bethlehem. What
is the message of the manger? What is God
saying to us? What do we learn about the way
God works? About who Jesus is?

What sign did God choose to signify His
coming to the earth? He chose a baby wrapped
in swaddling clothes lying in a manger. The
early Church father St. Chrysostom called it
“a tremendous and wonderful sign” because
it means the Word was made flesh to dwell
among us. But somehow the world missed
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God’s sign. We know that the Jews were looking
for a messiah. Why didn’t they recognize Him
when He came? They could not see the divine
in the ordinary. They could not recognize the
Messiah of God in this tiny, helpless child
lying in a manger. They wanted something
spectacular; the sign God gave to them was too
simple. To say that Christ was born as a baby
brings us face to face with the truth, the mystery
of the Incarnation. Although he was fully and
truly God from all eternity, the Son of God took
on true humanity when He was conceived in
Mary’s womb and born in Bethlehem: God has
entered our human history in order to provide for
our salvation.

At Christmas we celebrate the first coming
of Jesus in flesh and blood two thousand years
ago; We are awaiting his second coming in
glory at the end of time; St. Bernard speaks of a
third coming of the Lord: that of every day. The
Lord visits his Church every day! He visits each
one of us and our souls as well. We are invited
to open our hearts, our souls to receive Him.
Is there a place for the Lord in our life, or we
are too busy with parties, shopping and other
things so, like the Jews of that time,we miss
His coming, we don’t recognize His presence,
we fail to receive Him. How and where we
encounter Jesus presence, his coming today?
Today, as it was at the first coming in Bethlehem
he chooses humble signs, simple environment,
ordinary people to reveal himself: those most
unlikely ways that we would never think about.
He himself said: “What so ever you do to the
least of my brothers, you do it unto me.”

Christmas is a time to thank God for the
most wonderful Gift he has ever given to us:
Jesus, our Lord and Saviour; and in Jesus he
has given us all the other blessings. Let us
rejoice and be glad; let us share this joy with all
those around us; let us bring this good news of
joy to the whole world.

Dear brothers and sisters, | wish all and
each of you a joyful and blessed Christmas and
a New Year 2016 filled with a deep experience
of God’s mercy and love revealed to us in His
son Jesus Christ our Savior!
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All About Christmas

because God loves this world so much.

prepared for during the Season of Advent.

eternal life and gold is the first color associated
which Christmas symbolizing royalty.

Christmas is actually a holiday for everybody.

have together.

Thanksgiving is thankfulness for physical
life, whereas Christmas is thankfulness for ...,
spiritual life. Christmas comes and goes the
same way every year and it never changes. : - ,
This year 2015, we wish everyone a Merry | the year. You would kr)ow that it's approach!ng
: because of the tall Christmas trees you can find
¢ at the mall, the colorful Christmas lights and the
May God keep on blessing us all now and § people who are busy buying gifts. For some,

they are excited about the upcoming Christmas
Happy Holidays! parties that they are going to attend where they
. ¢ can enjoy different kinds of games and have lots
From the Readers Ministry of fun. But no matter how fun it is, we should
¢ not forget the real meaning of Christmas. It is
¢ not about the gift that we receive or the number
¢ of parties we attend, but it is all about the birth
¢ of our savior Jesus Christ. His birth brought
: great joy to the world. As we celebrate Christ's
¢ birthday, we should clean our hearts, forgive,

: and love one another.

Christmas and advance Happy New Year.

forever.

Emay Castronuevo Bait

Saint Thomas English Community

The joy of brightening other’s lives, bearing

Christmas is all about love and happiness, each others’ burdens, easing others’ pain and

¢ supplementing empty hearts and lives with

. ] ¢ generous gifts is the magic for us in Christmas.
This annual festival commemorates the ¢

birth of Jesus and it is celebrated among billions §

of people in the world on December 25th. This is Ef Lnind; teach us to be patient and always be
centralized to the Christian Liturgical Year and § ind.

Bless us Lord, this Christmas with quietness

Wishing You all a merry Christmas and a

We will be observing church services, gift Fruitful New Year.

giving, family and other social gatherings and
symbolic decorations. The traditional colors of
Christmas decorations are red, green and gold.
Red symbolizes the blood of Jesus, which was ¢

shed in his crucifixion, while green symbolizes | Christmas is a time of sorrow. They don’t have

extra money to buy presents for their children,
family and friends. Many are sad when they

for all of us. We usually prepare for Christmas in ;| come home for various reasons.

a very religious way. We always look forward to

Christmas because in that simple way, we could { joy, healing and renewed strength. It is a time of

feel the spirit of the holiday season. That means God showing his great love for us. May the true

meaning of Christmas capture all of our hearts.

Overall, everything about Christmas gives us £ The birth of Jesus is the reason for the season.

the chance to merrily celebrate the love we

From the Choir Ministry
For

many people we do not know,

Yet, Christmas can be a season of great

Merry Christmas to All!
From the Acolytes Ministry

Christmas is one of the magical times of

Merry Christmas!
From the Eucharistic Ministry
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“Maybe Christmas,” he thought, “doesn’t
come from a store. Maybe Christmas perhaps
means a little bit more!” —Dr Seuss, How the
Grinch Stole Christmas

Once again, we are at the most exciting
part of the year when we rush for gift discounts,
purchase the most elaborate decorations,
organize big or small get-togethers and find
ourselves scribbling cards, Christmas is just
around the corner!

There is absolutely no problem to
generously purchasing gifts for friends and
family but let's not forget to remember the
many other significant aspects of Christmas.
After teaching my catechism class with 4 and
5 year olds for several years, I've discovered
that the story they can recall best is the Nativity
of Jesus. Even while directing the play to
be staged during the children’s Christmas
party, everyone gets excited about the different
characters they want to play- Mary or Joseph
or Angel Gabriel. And it is through watching

these children that remind me of the important
steps we need to take away from the world’s
superficiality and materialism to remember the
true elements that cultivate and foster the joy
and happiness of the entire Christmas season!

In case you have forgotten, | have
illustrated below a list of the fruits of the Holy
Spirit:

Love Self-Control
Gentleness Faithfulness
Kindness Patience
Goodness Joy

Peace

So here’s a challenge from me to you:
How do we incorporate these fruits of the Holy
Spirit during this Christmas season?

Good luck,
St Thomas English Youth - Eloisa Damulo

STEC Adult Catechism conducted A
monthly by Sr Felicitas

Monthly Bible Study Series with Fr Joseph

Simbayanan Kammpi Anniversary Drama
Performance by STEC last Oct 21




"~ Enrich Financial Literacy The St Thomas the Apostle Youth Attending
Series Seminars the DEY’s Holympics last September 28

= Christmas Caroling after the Ernglis Mass
during Advent

Rosary Gathering led by the Advent Recollection with Sr. Felicitas on the

Legion of Mary last October
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first Sunday of Advent Nov 29
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Midnight Mass (English) December 24 (Thu) 9:00pm
BO I B A 12H25H (28 H) RIBE &AW MAFR
Christmas Masses December 25 (Fri) According to the Sunday Masses
ERHE HEM (BRER) 12H27H(£58) e g = e
Infant Baptism December 27 (Sun) 12:30pm
AR & 5 E W (XER) 12A31H(ZEH M) e L LB IE
New Year Eve-Mass (English) | December 31 (Thu) 9:00pm
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New Year Mass |January 1,2016 (Fri) | 10:00am St. Thomas The Apostle Church
(Bilingual)
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Church Picnic | January 1,2016 (Fri) [ 11:15am
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