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Midnight Mass

Kig > s B #%
New Year Eve-Mass

51/12 (E8—)

BERTT

24/12 (EH—)
Pecember 24 (Mon)

TEEE B WK 25/12 (=)
Christmas Day Mass Pecember 25 (Tue)
BAFASE

Infant Baptism

Pecember 351 (Mon)

1/1/2015 (EHA=)
January 1, 2015 (Tae)

1/1/2015 (A=)
Janaary 1, 2015 (Tue)

FR12BE (KRRE)Y
9:00PM (English)

EZEWMMIRFAE B WK R
As per regular Sunday schedule

B RTT
During the 11:00AM Mass

B LEEBRE (HKEE)
9:00PM (English)

FLEgBFE (EXEE)
9:530AM (English)

B o HEE (M) \

English Community Departure time: 11:00AM :




What is Christmas ?

Ever wondered how automatically
Christmas can make countless people
happy? To younger kids ,happiness
comes from the beautifully wrapped
gifts from Santa Claus under the
decorated and most probably PLAS

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH |

PARISH NEWSLETTER |

SAINT THOMAS ENGLISH COMMUNITY

TIC Christmas tree

On the other hand, teenagers like
myself, Christmas isn't anymore all
about gifts nor pretty lights and it is
fortunate how we, the youth
group,were taught well in our earlier
years because we know and under-
stand the true miracles of Christmas .

Like our Mother Mary, is to this
day a virgin but gave birth to the Son
of God, miracle. God became a man,
miracle. God did that to save us,
miracle. Jesus was born in a barn in a
cradle made out of hay, not a miracle

shared by Michelle of the English community youth group

more of a shock. These are the
miracles that make my Christmas Day
the best day in the whole year!

Christmas is when mothers are
preparing the home for guests, kids
guessing the toys hidden underneath
the wrap, fathers wishing relatives
living overseas a very Merry Christ-
mas. Though the family seems sepa-
rated during the day but by the sun
goes down, the whole family joins old
friends and family for one big delicious
dinner, just enjoying each others com-
pany. That's what | think is a merry
Christmas.

“It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas, every-
where you go..” Look around you now: households are
starting to put up Christmas trees, malls are starting to
decorate with extravagant Christmas decorations and
hold Christmas sales. It really is starting to look a whole
lot like Christmas! Everyone seems to be getting them-
selves ready for Christmas. But wait a minute, is this all
really necessary? Is this the right way to prepare it?

For us Catholics, the very reason why we celebrate
Christmas is not because of the parties, the food or the

gifts - but because of Christ’s birth. With this in mind, we
need to get ourselves totally ready for our Saviour’s
birth. How do we do that? We prepare our souls in order
to worthy to receive Christ! Just like how we try to make
a good impression on visitors at home by cleaning the
house ahead of time, we need to do the same for our
souls for our Lord’s birth. We need to cleanse them - and
that is where Advent comes into the picture. Advent is a
period of time that is very much just like Lent and should
be a time where we pray more, fast and do good deeds.

Therefore, go easy on the decorations and the Christ-
mas shopping! Yes, it may be fun and exciting - but let’s
face it, God doesn’t really want that! He expects us to be
spiritually ready for Him. So, let us go and ready
ourselves for the coming of God, for without His birth,
Christmas would not be here at all and so would we.

John 3:16

shared by Elim

~a"l JYIC Ve o

As we enter into the last few days
of our preparation for the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, we have the
opportunity to provide ourselves the
time to sit quietly with God, and put
aside all the distractions. We live in
the anticipation of Jesus, being born
in our hearts and in our world.

We should cleanse our hearts and
minds, so that love may easily enter
into our hearts. Love one another as

God loves us, that He gave
His only son Jesus Christ,
our redeemer.

May our hearts, our
home, our community be
filled with LOVE, JOY,
PEACE, UNITY and HAR-
MONY this Christmas. May
it remain in us throughout
the year as we continue
our faith and journey in
the glory of God.

Merry Christmas |

shared by Readers Ministry

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not
perish but might have eternal ﬁﬁ. .

May the true meaningeqf Love as Christ gave
each one of us be in all our
and restore all  brokenness and unforgiveness and

may this be shared throughout the year.
A Blessed Christmas to one mf all 1

arts. ‘IM? this love heal



shared by Music Ministry
In this Christmas season,

May we remember the birth
of Jesus that we may share in
the songs of the angels the glad-
ness of the shepherds, and the
worship of the wise men.

And may the spirit of love
and God's presence will be in
our hearts not just on this won-
derful holiday but throughout
the year.

Wishing you all the peace,

Shared by Collector’s Ministry

Christmas is not only for giving and
receiving valued gifts. Decorating
Christmas Trees , Lanterns or Christmas
Lights or preparing many food for the
Noche Buena. We believed that the
spirit of Christmas is in our heart. As we
celebrate this season (The Birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ) May the love of our
heart filled with Joy and gratefulness
with and without our family in our side.

On behalf of our Ministry (The
Collectors), we would like to Greet
everyone a Happy Yuletide Season. May
we have a Joyful and meaningful Christ-

Shared by Eucharistic Ministry

Season of Christmas marks a new
Beginning ., Love ond Joy

fAs the birth of Jesus Christ. it gives
mankind fresh start.

The LOVE that gove to us is in-
measurable no boundaries. Its within us on
how to accept and respond his gift to us.

Christmas fime is the perfect time tfo
show how thankful we are for all the blessing
ond grace that we received . We can share
it in mony ways fo our fomiy . friends and
anyone who needs our help.

Merry Christmas ond God Bless us al

joy, & love of the season.

Merry Chrisimas! All'm

We the Legionaries, declared our entire dependence to
the Mother of our soul, Virgin Mary. Our group promised
a faithful service and submitted fully disciplinary actions,
which bind and shapes us to an army to the Virgin Mother
of God. We rendered our service as part of our task in any
particular group or institution in this community. To men-
tion some, is the Home of Love in Sham Shui Po, which we
are cooking and serving food to our brothers and sisters
being assisted by the missionaries from different countries
and the Handicapped which we gave extra smile and happi-
ness to the less fortunate one.

We are two groups with different souls bonded as one.
We deeply know in our hearts that it was God who brought
us together to become an army of his mother. That is how
pure our love and dedication is. Truly we have to overcome
difficulties in our path as part of our human life. But the
essence, the purity and the sacred is always there.

On this coming Christmas and New Year celebration,
we the Legionaries wishing us all to have a Merry Christ-
mas and a Prosperous New Year.

May God Bless Us All!
shared by Legion of Mary

mas and a Prosperous New Year.
Merry Christmas and God Bless us

shared byithezAcolytes

Advent - a Time of Preparation

The word advent is from the latin “Adventus” for
“Coming” and is associated with the 4 weeks of prepara-
tion for Christmas. It is a time of preparation, waiting and
hope of the coming of Christ. Advent always nearest the
feast of St. Andrew the Apostle November 30 and
continuing until December 24,

It blends a penitential spirit very similar to lent a
liturgical preparation for the second coming and the final
coming of the Lord and a joyful theme of getting ready for
the Bethlehem event. Among the customs of advent, the
wreath is probably the most important. Lighting the
advent candles each day with a prayer can prepare your
household for Christmas. For children, an advent calen-
dar marking off the days before Christmas can be an aid
for the living the season generous giving is worth recall-
ing especially for children.

Let us remember that Christmas is a time of gift
giving and also the birth of Jesus our redeemer and
saviour.

Merry Christmas to All !



