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SAINT THOMAS ENGLISH COMMUNITY

€hristmas Sharifg.i

Elim Communities

This Christmas season is a time to express our love to the Lord. To [
commemorate his birthday, what that it means? To really love Him, John
14:21, whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who | |

loves me. Jesus is the reason for this season, let us keep this in our heart |

and show Him how much we truly love Him.

Merry Christmas and God bless Us all ..... In Christ, Edna Nurial

Readers

Christmas, A Season of PEACE, HOPE ANG LOVE

we live in.

misunderstanding. Christmas is a time of Peace and Hope.

Christmas:

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 111N}

Acolytes Ministry

Christmas is accompanied by dazzling decora-
tions (ike beautiful l(anterns and glimmering
Christmas light, but it doesn’t lead us an inch
closer to God. Christmas may be a day of feasting
but it will always be a say of remembering the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, who bring the true
light on earth that save mankind. Indeed, Christ-
mas serves as a reminder that we should be faith-
ful to Him, that bring lights that shine to those
who dwell in darkness and help others become
more closer to God. God is love. By imitating
God’s selfless act of love there will be peace that
eventually leads to happiness. Happy Holidays!

Jn.3:16 says "for God so loved the world that He gave us His only
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish but
might have eternal life." This very famous verse gives us courage to
face the challenges of this fast running and very materialistic world

Some people used to consider Christmas as just another holiday,
a stressful one. We feel so rushed and overcommitted when what we
need to do is to slowdown and enjoy the season. It is the best time
to bring fractured families together, mend relationships that suffer

GOD is in control- trust Him to Ffill our Christmas with PEACE!
GOD is the same- yesterday, today and tomorrow to fill our Christmas with HOPE!
GOD cares- and He is faithful, He will fill our Christmas with LOVE!

STEC %

Readers

Christmas should be a time of love centered around the greatest love story ever told. It is the story of
God's greatest qift given to meet our greatest need because God is Love. Three truths to remember this

Choir Ministry

We thank God for his greatest gift
to us. The gift of his beloved Son.
God loves us so much that He gave
us his Son to be our Emmanuel.
God’s presence among us. God
makes his dwelling among us so that
nothing we experience is foreign to
him. Our joys and our pains, our
hopes and fears, our strength and
weaknesses and with his comforting
thoughts we celebrate Christmas.
Joy to the world and good health to
all mankind!



Eucharistic Ministry

Advent comes along with the sweet melodies of
Christmas carols. They fill the atmosphere with so
much joy. Christmas is associated with “Light” that
brings brightness to the world for his coming. The
Christmas tree that we decorate with colorful and
beautiful hanging ornaments, gifts underneath and
given on the day of Christmas, our houses lighted with
wreath called candle advents. This symbolizes “joy” of
preparing and hosting our Lord God in our hearts.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! Eucharistic Ministry

Advent Recollection Judy & Nancy Mamoyac

"Advent is a time of the presence and the expectation in the eternal
God... Exactly for this reason, it is the time of joy, an internalized joy
that no suffering can negate because God is made child."

The STEC was blessed with a given Advent Recollection by Fr. Jun
Jacobe. OIM. A recollection understood in respect to the spiritual life,
with attention to the presence of God in the soul. Said recollection
helped the attendees the withdrawal of the mind from external and
earthly affairs in order to attend to God and Divine things this coming
Advent Season. It is the same spiritual exercise that help us prepare their
hearts to welcome the beautiful season of Hope, Peace and Love.

Our outmost gratitude to Fr. Jun Jacobe for this very touching recol-
lection and to Fr. Madan Jomon for endearing confession administered.

A blessed Christmas and Prosperous New Year to All!

Legion of Mary

Christmas is the starting of new life. We need to
learn how to accept, how to fogive, and how to share
our blessing to everyone. Let us open our heart and
give our love to the whole world, rejoice and be
glad to the coming of or davior....Jesus Christ. ..

from all Legionaries “Merry Christmas and a
Drosperous year to all”

What a better way to spend a lovely Sunday afternoon than
with our dear friends and family from our English Sunday School
Community! On Sunday November 20th, 2011, approximately
75 people comprising of English Sunday School students,
parents, teachers and friends, along with Sister Teresa, spent
the afternoon at Yuen Long Park. With food, games, laughter
and fun, a great time was had by all.
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Missionary Sisters of the immaculate
75 Years of evangelization

The Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of the Immacu-
late was born in Milan on 8th December 1936. At the beginning
of this missionary family there were two ladies: Mother Jose-
phine Dones and Ms. Josephine Rodolfi, who worked and prayed hard, with faith and hope for its start.
The latter, a teenager at that time, discovered her missionary vocation through a vision: She wrote: “I
saw before my eyes an endless field..the sweet and majestic figure of a good sower..he was sowing the
seed generously..the seed fell so far off that I could not see where it reached. ..My heart was beating
with love for Jesus, whose presence I felt in the good Sower. ..I was fascinated by this vision and was
completely transformed...Oh Lord, what a lot of harvest! And the labourers, where are they? Send me
there, to work, to suffer, to die”

The two were attracted by the missionary spirit and zeal of the PIME (Pontifical Foreign Missions
Institute) and started to think and work for an exclusively missionary Institute of women, with the same
spirit and goal of PIME, serving in the evangelizing mission of the Church. Only after almost 20 years of
searching and discerning for God’s will their dream became a reality.

Born in simplicity and commitment, the life of the new young community saw its members growing in
number. As the charism of the Institute is centered on the living passion to proclaim the Kingdom of God to
all peoples, its fulfillment is found in the departure to overseas missions. By Gods grace, in October 1948,
the first group of Sisters could leave for India where the mission flourished, yielding abundant fruit.

Today the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate are an S _
international Congregation spread in five continents, with ¢ e et éépdectéorbrbone
members of different nationalities, all driven by the same = =
thrust: to proclaim the Kingdom of God to all peoples, to ‘E mi'r
the extreme ends of the earth. However, there is a dream . -
yet to be fulfilled..: the young Josephine Rodolfi having :;g i):':zjiﬂé;fl )
discovered her vocation also had cherished land to carry PR e
out her missionary apostolate: China. We continue to cher- 2% © JTRAR I A E/F L XHE - BE

ish this dream and with unshakable hope wait for the day BErtiaE

of its fulfillment. ChurCh Dicnic

Date: 2 Jan 2012 (Mon)

Time: 9:00am

Place: Wetland (Yuen Long) / Ping Shan
Farm (Barbecue)

%Eﬂﬁﬁﬁ%f?&ﬂ%ﬁﬁ

BB BN il 47 A 24/127 ( EHE7Y) FRIIBFIE (HX)
Midnight Mass Saturday 9:00PM (English)
EOSREN = HARHE (mREm) 25/17 (EHAH) B F1BSIE

Infant Baptism Sunday 11:00am

FHIIREIRARE 31/12 (EHE7Y) i E7RFIE (HAX)
New Year Eve Mass Saturday 9:30PM (English)




