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An Experience of Joy....

| am really happy to
introduce myself and share
my joy of being a religious
missionary sister.

I am Sr. Shinoby
Thomas, belonging to the
congregation of Missionary
sisters of the Immaculate. |
come from India, a country
which is very rich in different
religious faiths and customs.
| was born in India, a very
traditional Catholic family, in
the southern part, Kerala. |
have five brothers and four
sisters. | received faith, good
education and Christian
formation from my family. | think this is one of the reasons for my
vocation though | was not aware of it.

My missionary vocation had its seed in my family. Initially
it was from my mother that | developed the desire to serve the
poor, to love the unloved and to care for those whom no one
cared. Later on this desire grew through various church activities,
encouragement from all my teachers to love and serve the poor.
Besides my mother, it was my God-mother who helped me to
grow more spiritually. The desire to serve the Lord began to
increase when | was 8 years old: | witnessed the service done by
a religious sister to a group of children in an orphanage. Their cry
for love and care moved me to reach out to them and share with
them what | received. In the beginning there was opposition from
my family members to enter into the religious life. But in front of
my firm decision they had to refrain from calling me back home.

The Journey of my religious missionary life.

At the age of 15, | entered the religious life. | had seven years
of formation before taking my final vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience. During these years with the religious formation , |
was also doing my academic studies simultaneously. During the
last two years of my intense preparation for my profession, | had
a special encounter with the Lord Jesus and this enabled me to
recognize God’s immense love for me. There | spoke to my Lord,
“Lord, You are my everything, you are enough for me”. | was fully
convinced of the “Yes” | was about to say in my profession.

Since then, almost 19 years have passed. Being a sister
encompasses my whole being, every day. It leads me in ways
| could have never imagined when | started the journey. The
religious formation may not always be pleasant in the process,
but it is leading me closer to God, moulding me into the person as
God creates of me being. Being a religious sister has broadened
my perspective rather than narrowing it and it keeps changing the
very context of my life. It fills me with great joy and also presents
great challenges and decisions which | sometimes wish they
were not there. But in the midst of it all, | recognize that for me,
religious life is the path to becoming who | am called to be.

One year, during my annual retreat | heard a voice within me
“My child, embrace the life I've given you”. That was the turning
point for me not just to accept my life, but to embrace it with joy
and victory.

The Institute that | belong is an international exclusively
missionary congregation. We serve in different parts of the world.
Right from the beginning of our formation, we are told to be ready
to go to any place the Lord sends us to serve him. Hence, on 14th
August 2009 | was sent to Hong Kong — China to join my sisters
in carrying out His mission. During the first two years | was given
the opportunities to learn the Cantonese language. These two
years of my language study not only helped me to learn the most
difficult language but also taught me many things: the culture,
traditions, etc. When | began to study the language, | found
myself as though lost completely; hope was wavering and the
courage declining to continue to learn. Then | told the Lord, “Lord
| am not able to move on...it is too heavy for me”. Immediately
the hand of God intervened through my sisters and the people.
Yes, the Lord who called me to Hong Kong heard my prayers and
began to take care of me through my loving sisters, and friends
around us. He showed me how He sustains ‘the one He calls’.

After two years of my Cantonese language study, | was
invited to do my service in SS. Cosmas and Damian parish,
Tsuen Wan. One of the most influential experiences that | had
in my life was my days of working in SS. Cosmas and Damian
parish. Although | studied the language for two years, when |
began to work | found myself inadequate. | did not even know
how to introduce myself in Cantonese. At that time | remembered
the Lord presented me 2 Corinthians 12:9 “My grace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” The Grace
of God led me each day. | could encounter Lord in every person
| met, every event | experienced, regardless of joys and sorrows.
| felt it was my home, and everyone considered me as their own
family member.

Once, while | was in the church praying alone, one of the
parishioners, thinking that | am sad, approached me telling
“Sister, don’t worry, even if you are unable to speak in Cantonese
fluently. That's no problem, you be just by our side, that's enough
for us”. Dear friends, | cannot describe the joy that | felt within me.
| felt it was the message from my Lord Jesus, a sign of His infinite
love and care for me. All these years when | am in Hong Kong
| can proudly say that the love, care, support, encouragement
and acceptance of the people are just amazing. Now what | can
give to them is only my love and prayers and remain always in
gratitude. Throughout my journey of faith with the people | have
learned more about how they experience their church and their
belief in Jesus. | learned new ways of conveying my knowledge.

After seven years of my stay in Hong Kong, | had to return to
India for my further studies. When | was back to Hong Kong, | was
invited by Fr. Joseph to work in Tsing Yi parish. | am indeed glad
to be here in this parish. | only pray that God may give me insight
for the future that | may continue to learn from daily life situation
and set the best example | can as a Missionary Sisters of the
Immaculate. My positive outlook towards life is what sustains
me in my life as a religious missionary. | owe my vocation to my
beloved family members, my sisters in the Institute, and all my
friends, who are very supportive and encourage me to live my
religious life faithfully.

Today | can also say along with St Paul “I know how
to live. | have learned the secret of living in every situation,
whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or
little. For | can do everything through Christ, who gives me
strength.” Philippians 4: 12-13
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The Legion of Mary Book-Borrow

Book borrowing, in other words setting up bookstalls
for book lending are one of the many apostolic works of our
Legion of Mary group. Through this work, we were able to
not only create friendships with our parishioners but to also
give them a helping hand with their spiritual growth. Spiritual
books, magazines, prayer and Bibles are available for all to
lend or even purchase!

This 2nd year, we aim to encourage even more
parishioners to take part and lend books of their choice.

By Ivy — Legion of Mary 1
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I Birthday Party for Oct and Nov Bday Celebrants
——gr ETT . T
N

Altar Servers Commissioning

Super grateful and happy to witness and welcome my new
members committing themselves as a servant of God. Through
our faith we will serve the Lord and spread good news to others
because “Many are called but few are chosen .”

Jacky Valoria — Altar Server Ministry Head
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Christmas Vigil Mass (English) December 24 (Tuesday) 9:00pm
EDSEENSR 12H25H (£2H#1=) IR HE e
Christmas Masses December 25 (Wednesday) | According to the Sunday Masses
ED SR ENSRIE 12H29H (E#3R) BRI HE e
The Holy Family Masses December 29 (Sunday) According to the Sunday Masses
REZEEBERSY H TR (PX) |12A31H (EHAD) Bh ECREFIE
New Year Eve Mass (English) December 31 (Tuesday) 9:00pm
2 TS RISHER

1 H H B [
X 2 BFEEFTE R 2020 1H1H (Ef=) ¥t nE
New Year Mass (English) January 1, 2020 (Wednesday) [9:30am
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