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Rev. Issac Noh ---- Walking together with the Lord
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There are two missionaries from the Korean Missionary Society
appointed by the Hong Kong Diocese to serve for the parish. Rev.
Issac Noh is one of them. We are so thankful that Rev. Noh graciously
accepts the invitation to share some information about himself.

Parishioners treat me like family member

Rev. Noh has started his ministry at Church of St. Thomas the
Apostle since December 2016. Rev. Noh is impressed with the
tremendous warmth here because parishioners treat him like family
member.

Introvert and quiet

Rev. Noh is pleasant and approachable to parishioners, but he
was introvert and quiet when he was in high school . He was reluctant
to make friends with others because they were materialistic people
who were greed for money. So he’d rather stay at home. People
thought that he was very special. Although Rev. Noh was infant
baptised and grew up in Catholic family, he was still influenced by the
materialistic society. He started to think ,“ Why do people want to be a
priest even though they do not have much money in return?”

Change

Rev. Noh's change was filled with surprising twists and turns.
The first turning point was Rev. Noh'’s brother who encouraged him to
join the community life of the parish and spend more time in church
activities. The second turning point was a special incident which
changed the attitude of Rev. Noh towards people.

Rev. Noh had to solve the university problem in one place and
need to attend the parish camping activity in another place at the
same time. Two places were far away. If he had a mobile phone, the
problem would be easily solved. But mobile phone was very expensive
at that time.Who would lend him the luxurious mobile phone ?

Surprisingly, a parishioner lent him the mobile phone and Rev.
Noh solved the problem. The special incident had a great impact
on Rev. Noh and he started to trust people and experience good
friendship and encouragement.

Walking together

The generous parishioner talked to Rev. Noh ,“There are a lot
ways to reach the terminal , ways are different but the terminal is the
same.” Later Rev. Noh realized that he wanted to be a missionary and
decided to go to places where priests are not enough to proclaim the
Word of the Lord. Rev.Noh'’s mission : Walking with the Lord , finding
more people to grow together and setting off for the same terminal .

Serving in Hong Kong

After Rev. Noh had studied Oversea Training Programme for a
year at the Korean Missionary Society, he had to choose a place to
go out of three choices. When he asked the advice from the others,
everyone didn’'t have much response except one fellow. Rev.Noh
could see a glow of excitement come over him when he said “ Hong
Kong” . Rev. Noh was curious and finally he came to Hong Kong
in October 2014. He learned Chinese for two years in the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. Rev. Isaac Noh is appointed Assistant Parish
Priest in St. Thomas the Apostle Parish when he graduated.

“Why do people want to be a priest even though they do not
have much money in return?” The one who asked the question now
becomes the priest, walking together with the Lord.



