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Young at the age between 15 to 20

“Young at the age between 15 to 207, this traditional saying
is from the poem “Song to an Old General” of Wang Wei.

Our parish church is also at the age of this period. Though
the church building has been built on Tsing Yi Island for seventeen
years, the catholic church community has been last for over sixty
years.

In May, during the month of Our Lady, | have the honorable
chance to pray with one of the most senior church communities,
the inhabitants of St. Paul’s Village. Listen to their stories about
the church development on this island. Beginning with the pastoral
visitation and the construction of the Fishermen Village by the
Sisters from the Society Of The Helpers (Known as Helpers Of
The Holy Souls), then the construction of the St. Paul’s Village by
the Caritas and the opening of Fr. Cucchiara Memorial School by
the Sisters Announcers Of The Lord...... they told all these stories
with passion and joy apparently, since they are the witnesses of the
growth and development of the faithful community.

The gathering places for the faithful community started from
the halls of Fishermen Village and St. Paul’s Village, then the Mass
congregation moved to Father Cucchiara Memorial School, follow
then to St. Joseph Caritas Secondary School, till now we are in St.
Thomas The Apostle Church.

On the date 24th November 1996, the construction of the
church building kicked off after the Ground-breaking Ceremony
by Vicar General Rev. Dominic Chan Chi Ming. Thirty two months
later, on 4th July 1999, the Holy Mass of blessing the Church and
the building was celebrated by Your Eminence Cardinal John B.
Wu and concelebrated with both Bishop Joseph Zen, Bishop John
A. Tong and decades of clergies.

At the time, the very first Parish Priest Rev. Luigi Bonalumi,
PIME, spent his great effort to build this church and this family with
the help from the brethren of the diocesan and the parish. Quote
from his own words, Fr. Luigi said “St. Thomas The Apostle Church
is my first love, she will be always on my mind during my lifetime.”

During the Jubilee Year Two Thousand, our church has been
appointed as one of the pilgrimage church; nowadays, sixteen
years later, the year of Jubilee of Mercy, our church has once
again been appointed. It happened to be our parish feast day,
we honorably invite the very first Parish Priest of St. Thomas The
Apostle Church, also as one of the Missionaries of Mercy, Fr. Luigi
Bonalumi, send forth by Pope Francis during the Jubilee of Mercy,
to celebrate the feast day mass with us. Dear brothers and sisters,
out of your presence, hope that you can also invite those seldom-
show-ups to come back and join the Communion, to share the
Heavenly grace and enjoy the happiness of gathering with us.
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St. Thomas English Catechism Class 2015-2016
has fulfiled again in giving the Sacrament of Healing
and Initiation — First Confession, First Communion and
Confirmation.

On Pentecost Sunday, as the theme of the mass
is “Unity in Diversity” you can really attest the princi-
pal work of the Holy Spirit to unite us as we celebrate
the Pentecost by having sixteen candidates of different
nationalities being confirmed during the concelebrated
mass of Bishop Joseph Ha and Fr. Joseph Chiu.

The five children - Hannah Penas, Giulia Catta-
neo, Richelle Mamoyac, Camill Cheung, Ethan Yap
and eleven adults - JayR Abianza, Florence Cheung,
Cecille Perante, Jesusa Coa, Judee King, Lucia Escoro,
Madelyn Seno, Maribel Manalo, Mary Claire Tubio, Es-
tela Akiatan, and Joefe Baldone and the catechists were
very thankful to Bishop Joseph Ha for sparing his time
to come to our parish to give the sacrament to our can-
didates. It was such an honor to have the Bishop for the
first time in our celebration. After mass, the confirmed
candidates and their parents, sponsors, friends and cat-
echists gathered in Rm. 407 for a simple celebration and
certificates were given by Sr. Teresa.

The following Sunday,
on the Feast of Holy Trinity
before the Holy Mass three
_ children - Russell Elower,
| Margaritha Baradel and
Patrick Toh Chi Ket had
their First Confession.
Three of them were very
excited to talk to a priest
one on one in the confes-
sional room. They were
happy after receiving the
sacrament.

Rl

Sacrament of Confirmation with
Bishop Joseph Ha and Fr. Joseph Chiu l
|
{

ol
¢ Tl

On the Feast of the Blood and  Mguimunniiiiniiniiii

Body of Christ, three beautiful girls ¥ iR EQE= et L tich
were given their First Communion \ 5
by Fr. Joseph Chiu. They were Si-
mone Galang, Hannah Herd, and
Kathleen Miranda. Seeing them
dressed beautifully with their white
dress and pretty headdresses |
felt God’s gift of wonder and awe
in this Catholic faith. It was such
beautiful!

Once again on behalf of the English Catechism
Class Ministry, we thank the parents for their support and
trust in us in sharing our wisdom and knowledge in this
journey of faith. We are excited to see your kids in the
next catechism school year. God bless us all!

Special thanks to Catechists and volunteers:

Beginners Group — Eloisa Damulo, Diza Enerlan
Confession Group — Eunice Damulo, Kenneth Miranda,
Abi Casino

First Communion Group — Nanette Mueller, Mayel Ber-
nal, Ana Yacon

Pre- Confirmation Group — Elemy Matte, Milyn Manal-
ansan, Benedict Casino

Confirmation Group — Gina Damulo, Elna, Seth Damulo
Adult Confirmation Group — Sr. Teresa — PIME, Cielo
Santelices, Gina Damulo, Fr. Reynolds -SVD and

Sr. Daisy Superable-RGS

Shared by Gina Damulo

First Holy Communion
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HK Cathedral of Immaculate Conception
Pilgrimage of the English Sunday School




