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Saint Thomas English Community

STEC members sharing

Conversion to Believing
by: Judy I. Mamoyac

God calls men to enter into conversion with Him from
'unbelieving to believing'. The call is addressed to all men. The
power of the Holy Spirit to change our behavior is difficult for
us to total conversion. But in response to the call of God, really
it demands us to total spiritual conversion. Thus, believing and
following Him by a lifetime repentant of our attitude—turning
away from our sins / vices and turning towards God.

Having faith with God will help us lead towards God’s will and
live the way He
wants. Only God can
get rid of our
ignorance and would
not expect us to
believe in Him before
He comes to us. What
he desires to see in us
is our humble and
contrite heart.
Believing and turning
towards God is not
just simply saying we
follow and live
anyway we choose
our life. Neither can
we simply live a
morally correct life
without developing a
personal relationship with God, from whom we received our
forgiveness. Rather, we need the personal determination to rid
our life of any wrong doing that God, His wisdom points out to
us, as we put our trust in Him and allow him to guide us. Simply,
we must take in order to become member of God’s kingdom
and present ourselves for the time of fulfillment, even as we
subscribe His good words and promise of salvation.

No matter how evil one may have been, it is never too late to
humble oneself, believe and turn to God and ask His
forgiveness and mercy. God sometimes has to break a person in
order to bring him/her to believing. We needed new attitudes,
not until we experienced hearts of humiliation, pain, suffering
and defeat. Are we ready enough to surrender and change our
deeds or areas of unbelieving and give pleasing to God. Or do
we wait till our hearts bring our knees in repentance?

Believing, a full time God's calling
by: Nancy C. Mamoyac

| believe every true God' s follower wants to walk on the water
with Jesus. What | mean by this is simply that we have a desire
to live in a daily relationship with our Lord. We want to serve
Him faithfully, to trust Him implicitly, and to please Him
continuously. Understand that the application of God's will
looks different for each believer. Some may sense that God is
calling them to the position of pastor. Others may believe they
are being called to the mission field. Still others are perhaps
sensing the call to a teaching ministry or a music ministry.
These are callings that man usually refers to as the full-time
Christian ministries. By this we mean that these positions are
not only the way a person serves God, but also the way the
person earns his income. While this may be true, it is my firm
conviction that, just as God never calls anyone to be a part-
time Christian, neither does He expect a person to be a part-
time servant or have a part-time desire to please Him. Every
believer is called to Christian service with the expectation that
there will be a full-time desire to please God.

Self-believing as response to God's love
by: Josie Taguba

In response to the love of God, what we must aim is to believe
and strive to become a true disciple by bringing ourselves as a
sacrifice to God, become the summit of our loyalty, allegiance
and love. We must offer this to God. He will then fulfill all
things as He has promised: 'My child, give me your heart, |
shall fulfill all things."

A faith, simple truth of believing
by: Freda Juan

We must live in simplicity, with neither pretence, nor acting,
nor servile fear. We must always walk in the light if a living
faith whether in adversity or in prosperity, in times of strength
or in times of weakness. The radiance of our faith will shine if
the God of Truth has given us knowledge of the truth, not just
in desire but in a lived experience.
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Believing is all about following Jesus
by: Nancy C. Mamoyac

Am | a true Christ follower? As a self-professed Christian, am |
really a born again child of God, or am | one of the many
people who attend church, live a pretty good life, and know
enough about God and the Bible to uphold my end of a
conversation about spiritual things.

Unfortunately, there is no foolproof method to determine
whether someone is a true Christ follower, for indeed only
God knows the heart of any individual. However, after many
years of seeking God and the truth found in His inspired Word,
| have come to the conclusion that there is one definitive desire
that lies in the heart of every true believer—the desire to serve
and please God with one's life.

| did not say that an individual would necessarily be living such
a life, but the desire will be there. Let me say it in my way—
any person claiming to be a child of God who does not have
the desire in his or her heart to obey, serve, and please God
has either never experienced true conversion or is in a state of
spiritual infancy. If anyone who do not have such a desire to
live a life of love, obedience, and service to God, then let us
examine our own relationship with Him. There is no Scripture
that indicates a person can be a true child of God while having
no desire to please Him with one's life. It is perhaps those who
only go through the motions without having a personal
relationship with Christ that Jesus is addressing in this passage
found in Matthew. ""Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord," will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does
the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on
that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and
in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'
Then | will tell them plainly, 'l never knew you. Away from me,
you evildoers!" (Matthew 7:21-23).

Loving the now changes my future believing
by: Marlene Juan

It is true that we do not know what exactly will happen to us
in the future. However, the future enters into us, long before it
happens, in order to transform itself in us. When | remove the
seed of evil now, | have transformed my future; when | foster
the seed of good now, | prepare a rich harvest in the future.
Only love makes this happen: God's love for me, and my love
in obedience to God's prompting, now.

Journey in search of believing God
by: Rose Ubando

Spirituality is a journey without distance. It is to travel from where you
are to where you've always been. It is to travel from ignorance to
recognition. It is where, you see, for the first time, what you' ve always
been looking at. It is a method to make you what you truly are.

Believe, not my will but Thine be done
by: Anna Claro

Unless we obey the Lord, our discipleship is an illusion. All our life
of discipline, if it is but a set of self-imposed rules in which we
delight, which makes us proud and self-satisfied, lead us nownhere.
The important propellant of our discipleship is the rejection of our
self in order to allow the Lord to be on our mind, our will and our
heart. Unless we renounce ourselves and accept His life in place of
our life, we shall be neither disciplined nor disciples.

God is there when | search of believing Him
by: Angelie dela Salve

When | sing in my verses of the happiness of heaven and of the
eternal possession of God, | feel no joy. | sing of what | wish to
believe. | am in a dark night, with hardly any consolation.

Yet, | have never experienced more fully, than during these very
times of trials, the sweetness and mercy of the Lord. For God
did not send this heavy cross when it would, | believe, have
discouraged me, but chose a time when | was able to bear it.
Now | know that God is always there for me. Believe in Him.

Discipline, as test of loyalty and believing
by: Virgie T. de Vera

Doing the will of God is a discipline in the best sense of the term.
It helps form us into disciples. It is also a test of our loyalty. It is by
striving to do His will in every detalil, at every moment, to the
utmost of our ability, as perfectly as we can, with the greatest
moral integrity, using our intelligence, our imagination, our will,
our skill and our experience, that we can gradually learn to be
strictly and earnestly loyal to the Lord God. The love grows!
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