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“HRISTMAS
BXRIEEHR

Fr Anthonius Balubun

#4831k : www.stthomaschurch.org.hk EB#R: office@stthomaschurch.org.hk

For God so Loved the world so much that He gave his
only son that whoever believes in him may not be lost but may
have eternal life. (John 3:16)

First of all, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to
you all. May the joy of Christmas bring happiness to your
family and the coming New year will bring a new hope for you
all.

I remember when I was a kid, every time when we
celebrated Christmas, all the kids were happy because we will
received a gift. Therefore Christmas is a time for Joy, it is a
time for celebration. Since it is a universal celebration, people
around the world will have different kind of celebration. In
Hong Kong, every time when Christmas season is coming,
all the places are full of beautiful Christmas decoration. But
there is a question: do people understand the real meaning of
Christmas? Christmas is solely about God. Christmas is about
God fulfilling his promises, saving his people, coming to us as
one of us in Jesus. Thus Christmas is nothing but Jesus. And if
Jesus is not in Christmas, then Christmas is nothing at all.

The miracle of Christmas is that God chose to come to
be with us. Being born in such place is God’s way of showing
that Christ come to us in all sorts of human conditions: earthly,
smelly, broken and accomplished. No matter what we have
done or haven’t done, God comes to be with us in Jesus where
we are in life and out of his love for humanity.

What is the Christmas message for us? The real meaning
of Christmas is simple yet profound. The gospel story in Luke
tells us about the Christmas message. First, the Christmas
message is: “do not fear”. This message came to Mary when
she was told: do not fear, Mary, For.God has looked kindly on
you. It was the same message to Joseph in a dream as Matthew
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1:20 describes: do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. We
are also be reminded not to be afraid of our difficulties and
challenges in our life because God always with us. Secondly,
the messages of Christmas is a message of great joy to all
people. That night in Bethlehem when Jesus was born, the
angel announced good news of great joy to all people. It was
a message of the saviour’s birth- a savior available to all, one
through whom all people, no matter who we are, can be saved.
We are the messenger of this good news in our own little way.
We have to bring joy, peace and love to people around us in
order to create a better society and a better world. Thirdly, the
message of Christmas is a message of peace and good will.
Finally, the message of Christmas is a message that we must
share. After the shepherds saw the baby lying in a manger, they
have made known abroad concerning this child. We are invited
to share this great news to everyone we meet.

Dear friends, Christmas is coming, a new hope is around
us. Let us become a messenger of Christmas. Let ourselves
become a channel of love because God has loved us. Lastly, the
suggestions for each of us in this Christmas celebration: to your
enemy: forgiveness, to an opponent: tolerance, to a friend: your
heart, to a customer: a service, to all: charity, to every child: a
good example, to yourself: respect. God bless us all.
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STEC

MEMBERS SHARING

Christmas

CHRISTMAS is a reflection of our whole
year of preparation for the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

It is a time to Praise to our GOD on how
much He has done for us, accompanied us,
and most of all to remember that God chose us
before the creation. It is time to ask ourselves,
are we ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ? Are we ready to accept His will in our
life? Are we willing to suffer and offer our life
for the good of our family, community, and
country? If our answer is... YES... Then we can
feel the true JOY of Christmas.

This is a time that we must do something
to make our GOD happy. It is a time to show
Mercy and Compassion to those in need. It is a
time to thank our Almighty God for giving us a
chance to live and see how beautiful the world
1s. It is a time to feel God’s unconditional Love
by sending His only Son our Lord Jesus Christ
and our SAVIOR. Let us remember how much
God loves us.

Have a Dblessed
CHRISTMAS to all!!!

By Melinda Esmalla (Legion of Mary)

and meaningful
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STEC Choir Performance during the Simbayanan-Kammpi
Anniversary last Oct 2

Collectors Ministry
Commissioning on Nov 9
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Christmas

The winter breeze is here and what does that mean?
IT°S ALMOST CHRISTMAS! One of my favorite festivals:
presents, cards, gifts and money! We all know that -I'm
excited! Many people think that it’s just about Santa Claus,
gifts and turkey but let’s see from my point of view.

I like everything about Christmas, especially the
presents. But Christmas is about “giving”. Ask yourself this
question, “Do I give more that what I receive?” If you do, then
don’t stop doing this great habit. But if not, try to change it
this coming Christmas.

Let me ask you another question, do you give gifts to

Advent Recollection on Nov 30 with Fr
Joseph Chiu

your neighbors next door or simply say “Merry Christmas” to them? This is a way to obey one of

the commandments. The greatest: Love your neighbor as you love yourself. Be generous. Go give
cookies or chocolates and just open the front door and ring your neighbor’s doorbell and say “Merry
Christmas”. Just as simple as that. And once they close their door, they will appreciate you, they
will open that cookie box and take a picture of it then post it on Instagram or Facebook and just
as soon as they finish posting it, they will start eating. Your goal is to make them smile and greet

“Merry Christmas” or “Happy Holidays. Even the smallest gifts that you give will make yourself

feel proud, happy and joyful. Also, give something to someone from church and greet your not-so-
close friends. Give a hand made card to someone to show your effort.
Have a joyful Christmas!!!
By Seth Damulo (St Thomas English Youth Group)

English Sunday School Annual Picnic

The annual Sunday School picnic was definitely the perfect
time for a small community of our Sunday School families to be
able to bond with one another. It was planned to have a mix of fun
with the families as well as a time to discover more about the Church
community of Hong Kong outside the walls of our own Church,
basically a Catechism field trip for all. We started off our jam-
packed day with a lovely picnic at Yuen Long Park with food that =4
was generously shared by each family. The children had a wonderful To 44
time under the sun as they were participating in a few games crafted s
by our bright and energetic Catechism teachers. After the picnic, the S ’; :

SN PN WS T T group took a ride to St. HRFEE
" 4+ Jerome’s Church at Tin =%

~ Shui Wai and we all had the chance to learn about
the symbolic meanings behind the different features
of the design and the structure of the Church as well
as St. Jerome himself. At the end of the day, all the
~ families were satisfied from the food, fun and the
& new knowledge that they gained from this picnic!

Shared by Eloisa Damulo — Level 1 Catechist

o £ 80 = -— &3 I': “'—';'T'-' : .
Cat
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“Ang Pasko ay sumapit, tayo ay mangagsi-awit.” This is one of the tagalog song lines that we
usually hear during Christmas season.

My friends, it’s December once again! The world is excited and joyful and most of us are
thinking what to give to our loved ones. During Christmas almost everyone in their respective
houses are hanging Christmas lantern with different colors. How I wish everyday is Christmas!
Because for me Christmas is not only giving material gifts, preparing sumptuous food on our table
but also giving thanks to our God for His gift to us ... His only Son our Lord Jesus who was born in
the manger. Jesus our Messiah and the King of all Kings and our model of loving others.

Let’s celebrate and be joyful because Christmas has come. Everyone should be happy in
welcoming our Messiah. Let’s open our hearts in loving, singing joyfully. Let us remember how
Jesus guides us to continuously love others and allow the Holy Spirit to keep the love in our hearts
during Christmas.

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!!!

L 25 BMEST
| EER 12P24B88 LS BEERI S B OSASRES . SEEHKERS .

2. 205F 1 AIBEPTEANIRT, MRAREBAXERN. 80, TSREFLE, EER
[(EEERN] , AR SEBESKTRUROERREBIISR, WHEARXEFHS.

By Elna Candelario (Readers)

® [ T [ [

[ rieadh
20 N2 BIFRIR
o 1 B i b5 &
BOSEERRI S B (33 1285248(£2H=) SRI2E5IE
TR iR B
Midnight Mass (English) December 24 (Wed) 9:00pm
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Christmas Masses December 25 (Thu) According to the Sunday Masses
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Infant Baptism December 27 (Sat) 7:00pm
FTEFERIA 3 S (5258) 128318(2/=) iR _9FIE
New Year Eve-Mass (English) December 31 (Wed) 9:00pm
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New Year Mass January 1,2015 (Thu) 8:00am St. Thomas The Apostle Church
(Bilingual)
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Church Picnic January 1,2015 (Thu) 9:00am Yuen Long Tai Tong Holiday Camp
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