Saint Thomas English Community
But the angel said, "Do not be afraid". Look. I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared
by the whole people. Today in the town of David Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the
Lord. "And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying
in a manger." And all at once with the angel there was a great throng of the hosts of heaven,
praising God with the words: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace for those
he favours. (Luke 2:10-14)

L

ife is short, there are persons that may not be here as
always. We should be grateful to everyone, above all to
God. We should learn to live each day as if it could be our last
day. Then we would be able to live our life with gratefulness.
God teaches us to number our days that we may gain a heart
of wisdom. God help us to remember that every day is a gift
from God.
Every morning when I get up, I ask God to help me to
realize that I may not be always be here. Help me to be kind
and grateful to people in my life. Every day is a gift from God.
There is no such thing in life like ordinary day, every day is a
gift and we have to be grateful to God. How many times I
heard people say, “Ruby, if I could just tell someone how much
I love and how much I’m grateful for everything they've done
in my life.” When we feel like thanking someone, let us have
courage to say, “Thank You, appreciate it”, because life is very
short and we have to number our days. We have to realize
that people are not going to be here forever. Have you ever
told your parents that you love them. Have you ever told God
how much grateful you are bringing you into this world. Have
you thanks God for coming into this world to save us. I believe
it's the best time we are going to celebrate the Christmas in
which we remember the birth of Jesus.

I

belong to a big family of thirteen siblings and I am the
youngest. Poverty brought me to work in Hong Kong in
order to help and sustain our family's basic needs. Being apart
from each other is so difficult to accept at first but I have to
sacrifice and accept the reality of need. Having no experience
at all, I told myself to be strong and accept positively the
challenges in life. This is what I choose to do. “if others can
do, why can't I?“ and I thanked God, I made it and survived!
Just always think positive in facing life’s trials. There are
more solutions than problems“ Trust in the Lord. He is always
with us. Do not give up, God never give us a problems that we

Let us be grateful and let us do it often and everyday.
When we have difficulties it is hard to be grateful and positive.
Things may be perfect in our life but this is the day the Lord
has made. There is nothing that we go through that God is
not aware. He will take care of us. Be grateful, stay in peace
no matter what comes against us.
God wants to help us always. Whatever happens in our
life, let us be grateful to Him. Don't take God’s favor for
granted. Let us say this beautiful prayer everyday of our life,
“God, thank you for your favor. Thank you for assisting me.”
Ruby Diaresco

cannot solve instead he test our faith that strengthen us more.
I'm happy I've joined and served the church and the
community of St. Thomas the Apostle. I've learned and
discovered more of my obligation as Christian. I'm comfortable
and at home with the group that I joined with, the Collectors. I
felt welcome, my colleagues were friendly and approachable. I
would therefore, encourage everyone to be part of the church
through service and enjoy a happy life.
God Bless and Merry Christmas to All!
Marissa Davila Tutor

Community Activities 2009
For the year 2009, the English Community has
undergone many activities, arranged and
completed showing as tools to enrich and
enhance our spiritual growth and skills that can
be adapted in day to day life.
Hiking
The latest outdoor activity that the English
Community arrange was a short walk to
the good scenery of Shing Mun Reservoir.
The area has a typical path for a good
walk for every ages. As the cold weather
had approached, it is a good time to walk
and relax, passing along the green surrounding and good view of the man
made lake.

a. Liturgy Teaching
b. Refresher Training on Basic Bible Study
c. Teaching about the Gospel
d. Praise and Worship
e. Effective Communication
f. Orientation on Basic Computer Operation

