It's God’s Wish to be with Mankind

T

hree months ago with my luggage I was again back to this gorgeous
building, the St. Thomas Apostles Church, both excited and worried.
This now becomes a new place for me to serve and stay. I was feeling
very much alike when I carried my light luggage to this modernized
building 9 years ago after it was built. At that time the church wasn't
even blessed. I was indeed the first tenant. Two weeks afterwards the
church was offered to God, representing the togetherness between God
and the people in Tsing Yi. Embraced by God's special favour, this
inexperienced student at that time is now a priest, the shepherd of
human soul — a symbol of God being with mankind.
The way I feel has been very much the same as compared to 9 years
ago. My mission, however, is very different. I came previously to learn how
to serve people and how I can experience and exemplify God's love. My
learning journey of course continues but the important part of my life now
is to share the joy and pain of people and to experience with them the true
facts of the togetherness between God & us, from which we can gather
the power to perfect our life. Priests aren't experts in problem solving. They
are indeed a professional in helping people to discover the concrete facts in
life that manifests God being with us.
Another 2 weeks to go our parish will be celebrating its 10th year in
being with the people in Tsing Yi. We've been with the people here
through good times and bad times and together we have experienced a lot
of changes in the district. Change is part of a process in life during which
we can experience the truthfulness, kindness and beauty in life.
We tend to enjoy the bright and happy side of life and try all means to
escape from pain and hardship, without realizing that life without hardship
and challenges becomes crippled and unreal. Whenever people face
adversity in life, they will question the existence of God, as if God will leave
us when we are in difficult situations. They don't realize that God is actually
in the deep core of our life, saying loud to us, "I love you. Are you willing to
love?" God is with us both in good and bad times. God asks that you see
the world with clear eyes, to explore the true life and its essence, instead of
wandering around the blind alley of your past. God asks that you inherit
the power from Him, to triumph over pain and welcome the perfect and
joyful future bestowed on you. God asks that you endure trauma with Him,
for others to see in you that God is truly with us. This is not an easy journey
at all. With God being with you, however, everything is possible. Are you
willing to accept His invitation?
Father Joseph Ng

Saint Thomas English Community
Testing Your Faith in Times of Economic Crisis
Unless your faith is firm, you shall not be firm (Isaiah 7:9 NAB)
Economic crisis sometimes gives the impressions and factors within and
outside our control, favorable and unfavorable that someone has much to do.
We can just imagine how God penetrates in our lives. He is showing us first the
lessons we have learned from development and advancement for a "faster
nations", that contributes its material progress and financial superiority. Yet, we
all know that there is also a price to pay for unfailing attitude towards field of
economics, politics and communications.
Have you ever noticed how easy it is to trust in God when everything is
going well, but when trouble comes in our way, our faith waivers? Did we ever
think why God's Word consistently tries to prepare us for the tough times in life,
and why God repeats His promise "I will never leave you nor forsake you."
In this time of economic crisis we continue and pray diligently that our
political leaders may be guided in making crucial economic and financial
decisions to think, re-think, learn and to really trace the real path to real process
before embarking on something.
Life today requires a firm foundation of one's faith. Trust
in the Lord, our test of faith.
Judy and Nancy Mamoyac
STEC Coordinators

Economic crises, have faith and trust in the Lord
Nothing starts easy in this times of crises. Everything begins at some levels of
difficulty and it requires certain breakthroughs and challenging efforts. But one
thing beautiful about our life, is the fact that what we struggle about something
is the most rewarding and satisfying.
In times of economic crises, God has an important role in our life, have faith
in God, patience, perseverance are some of the key factors, that no matter what
happen, we should always be alert and watchful neither in good times and in
bad times. Never give up our faith. God is good. Nothing is impossible for Him.
He has a better plan for us. We must live on and let God do the rest for the
betterment of the whole nations.
Thelma V. Delfinado
STEC Member - Collectors

English Community Activities
Marian Dance
Every month of October is dedicated to the
Most Holy Rosary. This is primarily to
celebrate liturgical feast of Our Lady of
Rosary. Both Chinese and English
Community of St. Thomas The Apostle
Church celebrated the feast with a Rosary
procession and short meditation prayers. In
honor to our Lady of Mary, a Marian dance
was presented by the STEC members.

October 19, 2008
Anointing of the
New Ministry Heads
and Committee
Members

Teachings
One way to enrich a member's
knowledge is to provide
teachings on spiritual or non
spiritual aspects. Through the
support and approval from the
Parish we have invited speakers
or within the English community
to conduct such teachings.
This year's teachings topic's are
a. Effective Communication and
Prayers
b. Eucharist
c. Money Management
d. Unity in Diversity

